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West Germany Considers Measures 


To Sustain Expanding Economy 


Various proposals for keeping the booming West German economy 
in balance were under discussion in May. E 

The debate centered around increases in Government expenditures, 
tax cut proposals, and further tariff reductions. A further increase 
in the Central Bank’s discount rate triggered disagreement in Govern- 


ment circles on several issues and 
prompted top-level discussions of eco- 
nomic policy. 


The seasonal upswing which began 
in March and gained momentum in 
April lost none of its vigor in May. 
Building activities were at high levels. 
Unemployment declined further to about 
the half-million mark, a level not 
achieved in 1955 until September, 
when unemployment usually reaches its 
annual low. Employment at the end of 
May far exceeded 18 million, a new 
alltime record. The hiring of foreign 
labor has progressed slowly despite in- 
creasing pressure on manpower reserves 
and the arrival of relatively few Italian 
workers. 


The effects of the wage drive which 
started in summer 1955 had largely 
made the circuit through the economy 
by the end of April, and several unions 
have been preparing for the next 
round. A cut in working hours has 
priority among labor’s demands. The 
metal workers’ union, which tradition- 
ally takes the lead and sets the pace 
in wage negotiations, has devised a plan 
for gradual introduction of the 40-hour 
week, Other unions heading in the 
same general direction include the 
chemical workers, the miners, and the 
white-collar workers. 


New Housing Planned 


A bill authorizing 3.15 billion German 
marks (US$744.7 million) as the Gov- 
ernment’s share in financing 1.8 million 
new housing units during the next 6 
years was approved by the Bundestag 
on May 4, Later in the month both 
Houses of Parliament passed a bill 
providing for higher benefits for war 
victims, 


The Federal Cabinet agreed on an 
old-age pension bill providing for sub- 
stantially higher benefits effective Janu- 
ary 1, 1957, and for adjustments of 
pensions at 5-year intervals in line with 
general economic and wage develop- 
ments. Annual contributions out of the 





Federal purse would be increased by 700 
million German marks (US$166.6 mil- 
lion) to a total of 3.4 billion (US$809.2 
million). 


At the opening of the Hanover Trade 
Fair on April 29 the Minister of Eco- 
nomics announced plans to introduce 
certain measures to keep the economy 
in balance, including tariff cuts averag- 
ing about 30 percent, with revenue items 
and some agricultural products ex- 
cluded. He explained that cutting tariffs 
would encourage imports, help hold 
prices down, promote trade liberaliza- 
tion, and, in the long run, stimulate 
German exports. Government revenue 
losses resulting from these proposed 
tariff cuts must be considered in con- 
nection with tax cut proposals. 


Discount Rate Up 


The Bank deutscher Laender in- 
creased the discount rate from 4.5 to 
5.5 percent effective May 19. This was 
the third increase within a 9-month 


period, the second as recent as March 


8, 1956. (See Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly, April 16, 1956, p. 2). The discount 
rate is now within 0.5 percent of the 
record high applied during the Korean 
boom from late October 1950 through 
1952. 


Business and Government opinion of 
the Bank measure was divided; the 
reconciliation of these views by May 30 
was furthered with the submittal by 
the Federal Cabinet of a joint program 
to the “Economic Cabinet,” a commit- 
tee of ministers, for study. This pro- 
gram reportedly provides for tariff cuts, 
certain tax concessions including incen- 
tives for long-term savings, and meas- 
ures to curb public building activities. 


Foreign exchange controls on pur- 
chases of foreign securities by Germans 
were eased and a new dollar liberaliza- 
tion list was announced for June (see 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, June 18, 
1956, p. 12).—U. S. Emb., Bonn. 
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Field Offices Give 


Quick Service 


Information on all phases of world 
trade — ranging from comprehensive 
economic and business data to details 
on export and import regulations—is 
quickly and directly available to busi. 
nessmen in their own cities or local. 
ities through the 33 Field Offices of 
the U.S, Department of Commerce, 


Conveniently located in the busi- 
ness centers of the United States, the 
Field Offices are staffed with foreign 
trade specialists who keep constantly 
abreast of developments in the United 
States and abroad. Aided by the cur- 
rent information and_ publications 
sent to them regularly from Wash- 
ington, they are well equipped to 
serve world traders in their com- 
munities. 


Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other business 
organizations—which have been fur- 
nished with Department of Commerce 
publications, reference material, and 
other information, for use by busi- 
nessmen. 


The addresses of the Department's 
Field Offices follow: 


Albuquerque, N. Mex., Room 321 Post Of- 
fice Bl 


dg. 
ee of Ga., Peachtree and Seventh St, 


g. 

Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. S. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bldg. 

Buffalo 3, N. Y¥., 117 Ellicott St. 

Charleston 4, S. C., Area 2, Sergeant Jas. 
per Bldg., West End Broad St. 

Cheyenne, Wyo., 307 Federal Office Bldg. 

Chieageo 6, Ill.; 226 W. Jackson Blvd. 

Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. 8. Post Office 
and Courthouse. 

Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 

Dallas 2, Tex., 1114 Commerce St. 

Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse, 

Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 

Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave. 

Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bldg. 

Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office Bldg. 

Los Angeles 15, Calif., 1031 S. Broadway, 

Memphis 3, Tenn., 212 Falls Bidg. 

M 32, Fla., 300 NE. First Ave. 

a5 ages 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan 


New Grteans 12, La., 933 St. Charles Ave. 

New York 17, N. Y., 110 E. 45th St. 

Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut St. 

Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 

Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 

Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. 8. Court- 
house. 

Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 

Richmond 19, Va., 1103 East Main St. 

St. Louis 1, Mo., $10 New Federal Bldg. 

Sait Lake City 1, Utah, 222 SW. Temple St. 

San Francisco 11, Calif., Room 419 Cus- 
tomhouse. 

Savannah, Ga., 235 U. S. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bldg. 


Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 


For local telephone numbers consult 
U. S. Government section of phone book. 





Herold C. McClellan, Assistant 
Secretary for international Affairs 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 
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Bolivia Sets Up Stabilization Council 


A National Stabilization Council, to study means of overcoming 
inflation and generally strengthening the Bolivian economy, has been 
formed in accordance with an agreement of May 18, between the govern- 
ments of the United States and Bolivia. 

Headed by the Bolivian President, it will include representatives of 


the Ministries of Finance, Foreign Af- 
fairs, Economy, Mines, and Labor, and 
the presidents of the Central Bank of 
Bolivia, the Bolivian Mining Bank, and 
the Bolivian Mining Corp. Three Ameri- 
cans will act in an advisory capacity. 

A commission on wages and prices, 
authorized by the National Wage de- 
cree of February 25 (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, April 30, 1956, p. 4) -held its 
first meeting on May 15. It is com- 
posed of representatives of the Minis- 
tries of Economy, Labor, and Finance, 
and of the Bolivian Labor Federation 
and the Chamber of Industries. 


Requests for wage raises reportedly 
are increasing, and the strength of the 
new Commission will be tested by the 
way in which it resolves these petitions. 
The chairman has stated that all wage 
matters should be channeled through 
the Commission and that no increases 
should be authorized unless specifically 
approved by the Commission. 

Since promulgation of the decree, 
which increased wages throughout the 
country, prices and the cost of living 
generally have risen substantially. Be- 
tween January and March the cost-of- 
living index for the city of La Paz 
jumped approximately 23 percent. 

A complementary protocol to the De- 
cember 17, 1954, commercial modus 
vivendi (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
January 24, 1955, p. 9) was signed in 
Asuncion by the Bolivian Ambassador 
and the Paraguayan Foreign Minister. 
The agreement provides for doubling 
the total yearly trade each way, from 
$150,000 to $300,000, and increasing the 
list of products to be exchanged. A 
formal barter agreement reportedly will 
be negotiated in the near future. 


Oil Prospects Promising 


Petroleum developments were encour- 
aging. The Bolivian Gulf Oil Co. con- 
tracts with .Yacimientos Petroliferos 
Fiscales Bolivianos (YPFB), the Boliv- 
ian Government petroleum agency, were 
signed May 23. A large American com- 
pany received a permit for a geological 
survey, and representatives of several 
other American petroleum companies 
have visited La Paz to investigate the 
advisability of initiating operations. 
Meanwhile YPFB has received promis- 
ing reports from two new fields where 
wildcat wells are being drilled. The 
current session of the Chilean Congress 
is expected to vote on the ratification 
of the Arica Treaty of 1955, under 
which construction of pipelines from 


July 2, 1956 





Bolivia to the Pacific coast will be 
permitted through Chilean territory 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, December 
26, 1955, p. 8). 


The International Petroleum Co. 
(Peru) entered into an agreemnt with 


YPFB to purchase petroleum products 
produced by it for distribution in the 
Peruvian southern altiplano. The 
amounts involved are small but both 
IPC and YPFB are taking steps to in- 
crease them, and the trade is of partic- 
ular interest to Bolivia because it will 
be on a cash basis. 


Boliviano Steadies 


News of the formation of the Nation- 
al Stabilization Council and of the 
signing of contracts with the Gulf Oil 
Co. had a steadying effect on the dollar- 
boliviano exchange rate, which recov- 
ered from 6,830 bolivianos to the dollar 
on May 15 to 6,100 bolivianos in the 
fourth week of May. Total sales for 
the week at the daily dollar exchange 
auction amounted to $159,474, far in 
excess of average weekly sales of ap- 
proximately $36,000 since the first of 
the year. 

Higher Mareh production figures re- 
versed, at least temporarily, the down- 
ward trend of most of Bolivia’s min- 
erals. Tin production was higher in the 
first quarter of 1956; wolfram produc- 
tion has been increasing steadily; and 
lead, silver, copper, and zine production 
was higher than in the corresponding 
1955 quarter. First-quarter tin and 
wolfram production in recent years, 
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in metric tons of fine metal content, 
are as follows: 
1953 1954 © 1955 1956 

6,772 6,381 6,668 
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Frosts and drought seriously reduced 
potato, barley, corn, and wheat crops 
on the altiplano, but Cochabamba and 
Santa Cruz harvests will be normal, 


Technicians have made three recom- 
mendations to alleviate the short 1956 
altiplano crops: Purchase of seed po- — 
tatoes for planting an out-of-season 
crop in climatically suitable areas; the 
importation of cereal foods; and sub- 
stitution of corn, ae and rice from 
the Santa Cruz a 


Meat Shortage Studied 


The seasonal meat shortage was the 
subject of an intensive study by the 
Bolivian Planning and Coordinating 
Commission, which found that about 
70,000 head of cattle and 20,000 sheep 
are smuggled yearly to neighboring 
countries. The Commission noted a 
sharp decline in a number of cattle be- 
ing processed at the La Paz slaughter- 
house, and quoted local cattlemen as 
saying that the present Government- 
controlled meat price precluded selling 
cattle on the domestic market except 
at a loss. 


The seeming paradox of Bolivia's ex- 
porting and importing meat simultane- 
ously is explained by the fact that the 
natural markets for much of its meat 
production are across nearby interna- 


‘tional borders rather than at distant 


altiplano cities. Legalization governing 
the sale of cattle to neighboring coun- 
tries and the establishment of a Govern- 
ment agency to control foreign trade 
in meat have been proposed. A national 
convention of cattlemen from all of the 
producing areas of the country is ex- 
pected to be called soon to discuss the 
Commission’s plans and to find a solu- 
tion to the perennial meat shortage. 
The Government introduced two bas- 
ic reorganization plans to deal more 
efficiently with agricultural problems. 
Personnel of the National Agrarian 
Council will be replaced by new officials, 
and an agreement has been reached 
among the Direction General of Agri- 
culture of the Ministry of Agriculture, 
the Bolivian Development Corporation, 
and the Servicio Agricola Inter-Ameri- 
cano (the joint U.S.-Bolivian agricul- 
tural agency) to consult on mutual 
agricultural problems. They agreed that 
an extension agent should be provided 
by one or another of the agencies for 
each of Bolivia’s 96 provinces; and that 
they would coordinate their use of 
farm machinery, their work at the va- 


(Continued on page 8) 
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Business Tempo Good in Colombia; 
Money Demand Strong; Market Tight 


The tempo of general business activity in Colombia remained at 
satisfactory levels in the period April 15-May 15. A favorable volume of 


sales was reported from all sectors. 


The money market continued tight as commercial banks granted 
credit on a selective basis and at increased interest rates. Money demand, 


however, was strong and is expected to 
increase as second-quarter tax install- 
ments come due. 


The local stock market weakened fol- 
lowing recent exchange and credit meas- 
ures. Share prices dropped fractionally 
and trading was moderate. Some selling 
undoubtedly was forced by import fund 
requirements. 

The annual congregs of the National 
Federation of Merchants (FENALCO) 
was held in Popayan May 9-12. Among 
the more important of its recommenda- 
tions to the Government are the adop- 
tion of a policy of monetary stability 
through acceptance of recommendations 
of the International Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development and the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund; a gradual 
freeing over a 2-year period of the coffee 
exchange rate until it reaches the free- 
market level; and unification of mixed 
exchange rates at a more depreciated 
level than the present rate of 2.50 pesos 
to the dollar. 

The Banco de la Republica was au- 
thorized, under decree No. 1005 of April 
27, to coffipute legal reserves at the 2.50 
pesos to $1 rate instead of at the pre- 
vious rate of 1.95 pesos to $1. The de- 
clared par value of the peso to the 
Internationa] Monetary Fund remains 
at the 1.95 rate. 


Cattle Bank Established 


The new Banco Ganadero (Cattle 
Bank) was capitalized at 20 million 
pesos from the Banco de la Republica’s 
stabilization fund. The bank will be 
active in all phases of commercial bank- 
ing with emphasis on cattle industry 
financing. 

The Government took the first direct 
step towards arresting the rising cost 
of living when on May 9, by decree No. 
1070, it froze all rents at levels in effect 
on December 31, 1955. Such rents will 
obtain in all Department capitals and 
in other cities with a population of 
50,000 and over. 

The Colombian Office of Exchange 
Registry announced that $10 million 
would be released during the week of 
May 22, which reportedly would cover 
payments for all imports registered in 
November 1955. It is understood that 
import registrations in December 
amounted to about $30 million and that 
with new import and credit regulations 
now in effect (Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly, May 14, 1956, p. 10), sufficient dollars 
would be released by the end of May 
to cover all items registered in that 


4 





month, making commercial arrearages 
about 5 months. 

Total exchange income for the~ year 
through May 1, according to Banco de 
la Republica, amounted to $152 million, 
and remittances authorized in the same 
period totaled $147 million. 

The free-market dollar remained rela- 
tively steady at between 4.72 and 4.78 
since the abrupt ascent to 4.70 following 
issuance of the aforementioned regula- 
tions. 

Payment was authorized, by Office of 
Exchange Registry resolution No. 59 of 
April 28, of 50 percent of freight charges 
at the official.exchange rate for imports 
of merchandise in the preferential and 
first groups direct to importers rather 
than through steamship company offices. 
The measure is designed to avoid work 
duplication and speed up payments. 

Industry maintained a high level of 
activity. Prices are rising, however, and 
heavy pressures on the price level will 
be precipitated by additional import and 
credit restrictions, which are increasing 
imported materials costs. The Govern- 
ment is studying various measures to 
control inflation, according to press re- 
ports, and to keep the rising cost of liv- 
ing within bounds, although Government 
sources deny price controls will be es- 
tablished. Both the Association of Small 
Industries (ACOPI) and the National 
Association of Manufacturers (ANDI) 
have requested Government modification 
of certain aspects of recent regulations 
to minimize their impact on industrial 
activity and resultant higher consumer 
prices. 


Additional new industries were es- 


(Continued on page 20) 
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Northern Ireland To > 
Build New Factories 


The construction of 12 new factories, 
some to be located in rural areas, is 
provided in the estimates for his de. 
partment presented by the Minister of 
Commerce to the North of Ireland 
House of Commons. 


Under the terms of the Industries 
Development Acts—Northern Ireland— 
the Government may build factories for 
lease to industrialists at attractive 
rents. As a special inducement to new 
firms, a very low rent based on-1939 
values may be charged during the early 
years of tenancy. The average of all] 
concession rents of this kind assessed 
between 1946 and 1954 is about 94, 
(1d.=US$0.0116) per square foot of 
total floor area. After the initial period, 
the rent is revised on the basis of cur- 
rent market values. 


The Minister explained that although 
new factory construction at this time 
seemed a bold step in view of doubts 
concerning business prospects in the 
immediate future, it was hoped that by 
the time the new factories were built 
the need for additional factory space 
would have fully justified their advance 
construction. 


Employment Increased 


In a review of the past year, the 
Minister said that employment for near- 
ly 2,500 more workers had been pro- 
vided by firms assisted through the 
Industries Development Acts, bringing 
to more than 34,000 the total jobs 
created since the first prewar Industries 
Development Act came into effect. The 
annual rate of increase in jobs sinte 
the war and prior to 1955 had been 
approximately 2,000. 


Over the past year, according to the 
Minister, 14 firms completed negotia- 
tions with the Ministry of Commerce 
for Government assistance for the es- 
tablishment of new units or for ex- 
pansion of existing units. Altogether 
employment for more than 3,200 per- 
sons was expected to result from these 
new developments. 

The Northern Ireland Development 
Council’s budget for the year totals 
£40,000, of which £20,000 is allotted for 
general publicity, £10,000 for adminis- 
trative expenses, and £10,000 for pub- 
licity in the United States and other 
special projects. 

The Council’s display in the British 
Industries Fair at Birmingham con- 
sisted of panels and exhibits depicting 
the opportunities which Northern Ire- 
land offers industrialists. One panel 
demonstrated that expansion in North- 
ern Ireland was easy, quick, and eco- 
nomic, and stated that 112 firms had 
opened there since the war and 70 more 
had expanded.—U, S. Cons. Gen., Bek 
fast. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Trade Deficit Develops in Indonesia 


The Indonesian economy in the first quarter of 1956 was marked 
by a reversal of last year’s favorable balance of payments and by an 
atmosphere of uncertainty in foreign business and banking circles. 

A drop in volume and value of exports, particularly rubber exports, 
together with the maintenance of a high level of imports, caused a trade 


deficit amounting to 170 million rupiah 


for the 2 months of January and Febru- 


ary. This deficit compares with trade 
surpluses of 479 million rupiah for Jan- 
uary-February of last year and 607 mil- 
lion rupiah for October-November. 
These figures include the petroleum 
trade, sometimes omitted from Indo- 
nesian data (11.40 rupiah=US$1). 


Of the 1-billion-rupiah decrease in ex- 
ports in the first quarter of this year, 
exclusive of petroleum exports, from the 
jevel of the preceding quarter, the de- 
cline in rubber exports accounted for 
876 million rupiah. Exports of small- 
holders’ rubber were at the lowest level 
by weight since the second quarter of 
1950 and large stocks were reported on 
hand. The remainder of the export de- 
crease was attributed to lower exports 
of refined sugar, palm oil and kernels, 
copra, and tin. 

Imports increased slightly over the 
high levels maintained throughout the 
last 4 months of 1955, and there were 
no indications of any significant cut- 
back in imports because of the decline 
in exports. Rice, textile, industrial raw 
materials, and capital goods imports 
were primarily responsible for the im- 
port increase. 


Exchange Reserves Decline 


Important changes in trade proced- 
ures became effective on February 1. 
The opportunity given foreign firms last 
September to apply for recognition as 
foreign importers was terminated, and 
the screening of new national import- 
ers was provided for (see Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Feb. 27, 1956, p. 7, for a 
summary of requirements for import- 
ers). Provision also was made for addi- 
tional assistance to national importers. 

The new Finance Minister, after tak- 
ing office following establishment of the 
new Government in March, estimated 
the Indonesian budget deficit for 1956 
at 2.8 billion rupiah, about 900 million 
rupiah higher than the 1955 deficit. 
The difference,*the Minister says, arises 
from a 1-billion-rupiah downward re- 
vision of direct tax receipts and inclu- 
sion of investment expenditures under 
the 1955 portion of the Five Year Plan 
at 1.6 billion rupiah rather than at 800 
million. 

A deficit increase without an increase 
in the budget’s capital component points 
to monetary instability and inflation. 
Although it is not believed that infla- 
tion will assume large proportions this 
year, speculative rather than produc- 
tive investments are likely to receive 
attention. 
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Foreign exchange reserves declined 
toward their legal minimum level, which 
is 20 percent of the Bank of Indonesia’s 
liabilities. 

Netherlands Pacts Abrogated 


Following the breakdown of Indo- 
nesian-Netherlands talks at The Hague 
and Geneva, Indonesia abrogated its 
Round Table Agreements of 1949 with 
the Netherlands, including financial and 
economic accords, effective February 15. 
This action produced an atmosphere of 
uncertainty among local foreign busi- 
ness and banking circles. At the end of 
the quarter it was still not clear how 
the abrogation would be implemented, 
and the matter continued under study 
by an interministerial committee. 


The Indonesians apparently are inter- 
ested particularly in a reduction in re- 
mittances to the Netherlands; restric- 
tions on Netherlands banks’ and trading 
concerns’ activities; reduction of entre- 
pot trade via the Netherlands; restric- 
tions on land-tenure rights of estates; 
“Indonesianization” of domestic shipping 
service, now largely Netherlands-owned; 
and nationalization of Netherlands- 
owned utilities. 

In the meantime, the Indonesian pay- 
ments agreement with the Netherlands, 
signed in 1950, and trade with that coun- 
try continued more or less as usual. 
Although the Indonesian Government 
had announced prior to approval of the 
bill abrogating the Round Table Agree- 
ments its intention of suspending pay- 
ments due April 1 and May 1 on loans 
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assumed under the agreements,-and had 
scaled down pension payments by pay- 
ing at the current guilder-rupiah rate, 
no decision had been reached by the 
end of the quarter as to whether or to 
what extent loan payments would be 


~ resumed. 


The Government took no action on 
its trade and payments agreements, 
although the new Cabinet reportedly 
has under consideration the entire prob- 
lem of trade agreements. 


Net investment in Indonesia, both 
public and private, continued low, The 
Government's policy statement on for- 
eign investment issued last December 
pending enactment of a comprehensive 
foreign investment law apparently has 
not been sufficiently reassuring to at- 
tract much investment. The new Gov- 
ernment has indicated its intention to 
put a law before Parliament this year, 
but the draft bill, presumably similar 
to the one placed before the former 
Cabinet, has not yet received approval. 


Similarly, the Government has indi- 
cated its intention of submitting to 
Parliament this year a new mining law, 
to replace the Netherlands East Indies 
law still in operation. In the meantime, 
further mining and petroleum conces- 
sions have been stopped. 


In February French interests signed 
a contract for harbor improvements in 
Java; Sumatra; Kalimantan, Borneo; 
and Sulawesi, Celebes, which will total 
325 million rupiah. The first phase, now 
in progress, concerns the Harbors of 
Tandjong Priok, at Djakarta, and Balik- 
papan, and is to cost 129 million rupiah. 
French interests also continued work on 
Djakarta’s new water supply, to be 
finished about the end of 1956, and on 
preliminary work on the Djatiluhur 
hydroelectric project in West Java. 

A German firm signed a contract for 
a survey of iron ore and coal potential- 
ities with a view to construction of a 
steel plant, and Swedish interests re- 
portedly did some preliminary work on 
the Asahan Dam project in Sumatra. 


Several other countries made offers 
of assistance of various kinds, and Indo- 
nesia is expected to take advantage of 
some of them, including overtures from 
Czechoslovakia and the U. S. S. R. No 
specific projects however, were an- 
nounced. Thus, foreign assistance for de- 
velopment continued to be in the form 
of loans and credits rather than in 
private foreign investments—a situation 
likely to continue at least until passage 
of an appropriate foreign investment 
law. Because of the deteriorating finan- 
cial position, the question has arisen as 
to how far the country can extend it- 
self in the matter of foreign loans and 
credits without encountering serious 
difficulties —U. S. Emb., Djakarta. 
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Cuban Business Progresses; Private 
Construction Spurs Economy 


Business in Cuba continued very good in April despite political 
disturbances which affected trade in some important localities and 


dampened business confidence. 


Production of the 1956 sugar crop was nearing completion by the 
end of the month with surplus cane for postseason high-test molasses 


production in relatively short supply. 

Private construction continued high, 
spurring the economy, and petroleum 
exploration expanded significantly. Pri- 
vate investment from the United States 
increased, and progress was made on 
a tax treaty which could enhance this 
trend. 


Sugar Quotas Reallotted 


As the 1956 sugar season drew to a 
close in April, about three-fourths of 
Cuba’s 161 mills had completed their 
grinding. A number of mills in the west- 
ern half of the Island lacked enough 
cane to meet their sugar production 
quotas, which were reallotted to mills 
in eastern Cuba where surplus cane is 
available. Because of the surplus cane 
shortage, the postseason production of 
high-test molasses is expected to be less 
than half that of last year. 


The sugar marketing situation con- 
tinued good and by mid-April Cuba had 
exported more than 1.5 million Spanish 
jong tons, about 20 percent above the 
corresponding period last year. 

By the end of April, the Coffee Sta- 
bilization Institute had taken over 15 
percent of the 1955-56 coffee crop, which 
totaled some 100 million pounds of green 
coffee, at a cost of about 6 million pesos. 
Is is hoped to export most of this sur- 
plus coffee, and some sales to the United 
States and Europe have been arranged 
through the official Foreign Trade Bank. 

The political scene was disturbed by 
an aborted military coup in Havana, 
student-police clashes in Santiago, and 
an attack on the Matanzas garrison. 
Business was temporarily—largely lo- 
cally—affected. By and large, trade 
and production continued favorable. 

Marked improvement in business com- 
pared with April 1955 was reported in 
nearly all lines and bank clearings 
were at a record level, only moderately 
below the alltime high recorded in 
March. The volume of inbound cargo 
arriving at Havana was slightly above 
the preceding month and well above 
April 1955, reflecting the continuation 
of strong import demand. 

Private construction continued very 
active, particularly in the Havana area, 
where building permits issued set a new 
April record. The supply of construc- 
tion materials remains fairly tight. An 
innovation in this market developed 
with the placing of a large cement 
order in Poland, at a price substantially 
below that of West European suppliers. 

A new factory for the manufacture 





of waxed paper containers, an enterprise 
financed jointly by Cuban and UV, S. 
investors, went into production. The 
Firestone Co. announced plans to begin 
construction soon of a tire factory at an 
estimated cost of $4 million. Scheduled 
for completion in mid-1957, it is ex- 
pected to produce about 200,000 tires 
a year for the local market. A new 
cement plant also is to be constructed 
just east of Havana, and a bagasse 
hardboard plant in the Cienfuegos 
area. 
Balanced Budget Sought 


Exploration activity in Cuba’s still 
speculative petroleum industry was in- 
tensified as more major oil companies 
became interested. Drilling increased 
substantially, especially in new areas, 
whereas activity had formerly been 
concentrated in a few established areas. 


The major labor development was the 
meeting in Havana of the Ninth Na- 
tional Congress of the Cuban Labor 
Confederation (CTC). This organization, 
whose leadership demonstrated impres- 
sive strength, has firm contro] of organ- 
ized labor in Cuba. Resolutions adopted 
at the congress call for a political re- 
conciliation between the Government 
and the opposition, and for a regular 
sugar crop of at least 5 million tons, 
about 9 percent above that of the cur- 
rent season. In another resolution, the 
CTC offered its cooperation to foreign 
and domestic investors interested in 
establishing new industries in Cuba. 


The President’s annual budget mes- 
sage, sent to Congress at the end of 
April, asked for a balanced budetary 
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operation in fiscal 1956-57 at a level of 
330 million pesos. The message asserted 
that the deficit budget policy of recent 
years had given important support to 
the economy but that national income 
and revenue receipts now have improved 
to the point where a balanced budget 
policy is indicated. 

The projected budget represents an 

(Continued on page 19) 


lrish Anti-Inflation 
Budget Presented 


The Irish budget for *1956-57, pre- 
sented by the Minister for Finance, 
features substantial increases in the 
duties and taxes on tobacco and gaso- 
line, a series of tax increases on several 
other “nonessentials,” and a number of 
small inducements to stimulate savings 
and investment. 

In his budget speech, the Minister 
described his policy as one not only of 
maintaining production, but also of re- 
ducing imports and inducing greater 
personal saving. 

In addition to raising the import 
duties and excise taxes on a number of 
items, taxes on betting and dances 
were also increased. Certain postal 
charges were raised to place the Post 
Office on a self-sustaining basis. 


Pensions To Be Raised 

Civil Service pensions are to be in- 
creased in line with last year’s round of 
wage increases; and social insurance 
benefits and contributions also will be 
raised. The income tax allowance for 
married couples or persons supporting 
dependent relatives was increased by 
£10 (£1—US$2.80). 

Aimed particularly at savings and in- 
vestment were the following budget 
provisions: Exemption from income tax 
of the first £25 of income from postal 
or bank savings accounts; a 20-percent 
allowance for depreciation of commer- 
cial machinery or plant acquired on or 
after April 6, 1956; reduction of the 25- 
percent stamp tax on the acquisition by 
aliens of industrial sites and private 
dwellings in Ireland to 5 percent, which 
is the rate payable by Irish nationals; 
and the amelioration of certain other 
inconsistencies regarding tax conces 
sions designed to stimulate investment. 

A balanced budget for current receipts 
and expenditures at a level of £118,791, 
000 is visualized. The new duties and 
taxes are expected to realize £5,460,000, 
of which the rise in tobacco and gas 
line rates will account for £4,285,000, 

The capital budget was reduced from 
£34.07 million last year to £27.64 milk 
lion. Some £6.5 million of this total is 
expected to be realized without borrow- 
ing by means of capital repayments to 
the exchequer, £3 million; revenues from 
the special import levy, £3 million; and 
a transfer from the road fund, £05 
million. 
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Venezuelan Trade at 


High Level in May 


Venezuela's volume of wholesale and 
retail sales was good in May. The high 
level of trade, as in previous months, 
reflects the granting of liberal install- 
ment credit terms on all types of con- 
sumer durable goods. 


Bank collections in Caracas of a com- 
mercial nature were reported as gen- 
erally satisfactory, but the delayed rate 
of payments from interior points con- 
tinued chronic. Government agency pay- 
ments reportedly were still behind 
schedule. 


The production rate of crude petro- 
leum was highly satisfactory and 
reached an average rate of 2,353,000 
barrels a day in the week ended May 14. 


The Government expects to grant 
oil concessions of 2 million to 3 million 
hectares of land (1 hectare=2.471 
acres), the Minister of Mines and Hy- 
drocarbons has stated. This grant would 
represent 200 to 300 concessions of 
conventional size. No public announce- 
ment has been made, however, of the 
date of awards. 


The Government completed its study 
of a request by the hide and skin prod- 
ucts industry for protection from imports, 
but no conclusions were reported. Other 
demands for protection under considera- 
tion were those submitted by the graphic 
arts industries and the jewelry and tex- 
tile industries. 


The opening of Lake Maracaibo to 
deep-draft vessels was a significant step 
in the economic development of western 
Venezuela. Work on the bar project is 
complete except for dredging of a por- 
tion of the western channel, which will 
be finished in 3 months. 

Several new industries are being de- 
veloped in Venezuela (see article in the 
Commodity News section of this issue). 
—U, S. Emb., Caracas. 





Import Shortage Affects 
Some Pakistan Industries 


Several industries in West Pakistan, 
especially those operating on a small 
scale, reportedly are suffering from the 
lack of import licenses for raw mate- 
rials. Imports into Pakistan have been 
Severely restricted for a number of 
years because of a serious foreign ex- 
change shortage. 

A number of rubber goods factories 
have closed down, and in Lahore sev- 
eral importing firms are closing down 
or cutting back their operations. 

Many import firms apparently are 
unable to function on the imports for 
which licenses are obtainable and can- 
not maintain necessary service staffs. 
Even some old established firms are in 
Serious difficulty. 
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Ecuador Sees Economic Improvement 


In Spite of Preelection Slowdown 


Ecuadoran business activity, still slow in the beginning of May, 
became almost completely paralyzed as the June 3 elections drew nearer. 
With a credit shortage in the country and a tight money policy fol- 
lowed by the banks, only merchants willing to grant fairly liberal terms 
could keep sales up to a reasonable level. The granting of credit posed 


difficulties, however, as collections were 
very slow and commercial paper usually 
could not be discounted. 

Despite the depressed state of busi- 
ness, there was a general feeling of 
optimism about the country’s economic 
future, once the political situation is 
settled. As the export season—which 
should bring an increase in money in- 
come—opened, and the balance of pay- 
ments began to show some improve- 
ment as a result of increased exports 
and new restrictions on imports (For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, June 11, 1956, 
p. 10), the feeling was widespread that 
economie conditions also would soon 
improve. 

Sucre Depreciates 

The value of the sucre on the brokers’ 
free market continued to decline, with 
sudden and frequent fluctuations. The 
average for May 1-25 was 18.39 sucres 
per U.S. dollar as compared with 17.97 
for April. The principal factors in the 
continuing depreciation of the sucre 
were the new exchange regulations an- 
nounced in the middle of the month and 
increasing political tension. 

The Central Bank’s international 
monetary reserves, after declining 
steadily for 7 months, began to rise, and 
reached 260.7 million sucres (approxi- 
mately US$17.4) by May 20. Foreign 
exchange cash transactions of the Cen- 
tral Bank showed a surplus for the first 
time since October 1955. Net purchases 
in the period May 1-20 amounted to 
US$362,000, and this brought the cumu- 
lative deficit for the year down to 
US$6,829,000. 

Fiscal Situation Better 

The outlook for the next few months 
is for continued improvement in Ecua- 
dor’s balance-of-payments position, 
owing partly to the expected increase in 
exports as the cacao and coffee seasons 
get under way and partly to the ex- 
pected decline in imports as the recent 
restrictive measures take greater effect. 

Central Bank credits to the Central 
Government declined slightly in the 
May 1-20 period, but this decrease was 
more than offset by an increase in 
credits to official autonomous entities 
and to the public. Total means of pay- 
ment increased slightly, reversing the 
trend of the previous 10 months, but 
money and credit remained tight. 

Political tension has led to some 
capital flight. More than $30 million is 
estimated to be held by Ecuadorans out- 
side the country, about 50 percent more 
than the usual working capital main- 





tained abroad by Ecuador’s international 
traders. 

The Government's fiscal situation be- 
gan to improve but is still a serious 
problem. The Minister of the Treasury 
announced May 23 that collections, 
which had declined through April, rose 
fn May owing principally to larger im- 
port tariff collections, as the new rates 
of the March tariff revision began to be 
felt. 

Highway conditions improved with the 
beginning of the dry season in coastal 
Ecuador. Work on the Quevedo-Manta 
highway quickened, and the entire dis- 
tance is now open to traffic, although 
40 kilometers have not yet been as- 
phalted. Completion is expected by the 
end of August. 

The National Railways announced 
that daily passenger service between 
Quito and Guayaquil, with a scheduled 
running time of 11 hours, would begin 
soon. Running time for passenger trains 
has been some 20 hours with an over- 
night layover in Riobamba. 

Despite improvement in the weather, 
the completion date for the runway at 
the Quito airport was moved ahead to 
September. The contract for the super- 
vision of terminal building construction 
at the Quito and Guayaquil airports 
was signed May 4, but the contract for 
the construction itself had not yet been 
signed. 

Air freight traffic was heavy on both 
local and international routes. Consid- 
erable backlogs were reported on 
freight between Quito and Guayaquil de- 
spite several extra Panagra DC-3 flights. 
Aerovias Sudamericanas (ASA) also op- 
erate several extra flights into Quito 
from the United States in addition to its 
regular weekly service. Its northbound 
cargo has lately consisted largely of 
pharmaceuticals manufactured by Lab- 
oratorios Life of Quito for sale in other 
Latin American countries. 


Cacao Shipments Heavy 


Heavy cacao shipments were made in 
May and were expected to continue. Ex- 
ports of cacao beans from Ecuador in 
the first 4 months of 1956 were almost 
as large as in the corresponding 1955 
period. However, because of the much 
lower price this year, their value thus 
far has been almost one-third lower. 

Banana exports continued normal. Ex- 
cessive offerings led banana exporting 
companies to reject large quantities, and 


(Continued on page 22) 
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Basra Trade Resumes 
After Seasonal Lull 


Commercial activity in Basra, Iraq’s 
principal port and trade center, has re- 
sumed after the normal decline in ac- 
tivity in the first 4 months of the year. 

The annual decline is due mainly to 
the completion of marketing arrange- 
ments for the date crop, the slackening 
of construction activity in the rainy 
season, and the sluggish movement of 
textile and clothing stocks pending the 
onset of summer weather, 

Retail trade in textiles revived some- 
what in anticipation of the Muslim fast- 
breaking holidays early in May. Ready 
money was scarce, however, and was 
expected to remain so until this year’s 
grain crops are harvested and shipped 
abroad. 

Sales of Iraq’s exportable barley to 
the United Kingdom picked up, and the 
local wholesale price rose sharply. The 
unsold balance of exportable barley is 
estimated at not much more than 30,000 
tons. Wholesale prices of tea and sugar 
declined slightly in response to price 
trends in Ceylon and the United King- 
dom, respectively, the chief suppliers. 

The volume of credits opened for im- 
ports from abroad continued to fall until 
April, when activity was resumed. The 
import.pattern remained constant, with 
emphasis on construction materials, 
automotive equipment, foodstuffs, and 
consumer goods. Orders were placed for 
the following commodities from the 
countries indicated: 

The United States—diesel engines, 
air-conditioning equipment, electric mo- 
tors and pumps, used clothing, auto- 
motive spare parts, pharmaceuticals, 
earth-moving equipment; the United 
Kingdom—cement, steel bars and joists, 
cotton and woolen piece goods, trucks, 
electrical appliances, business machines; 
Japan—clothing, piece goods, sewing 
machines, bicycles; France—tartaric 
acid, pharmaceuticals, steel joists; Italy 
—plumbing fixtures, locks, blankets, ma- 
chinery, sun glasses; Sweden—cartons, 
trucks, lumber; Finland—plywood. 

Wholesale prices in Basra of white, 
washed wool declined from 390 Iraqi 
dinars per long ton at the end of Jan- 
uary to 360 at the end of April (1 Iraqi 
dinar = US$2.80). Unclipped sheepskins 
declined from 0.600 Iraqi dinars each to 
0.500, and goat skins remained constant 
at 0.150 each. 

The Iraq Dates Trading Co., which 
holds the monopoly for Basra date ex- 
ports succeeded in disposing of all but 
4,000 long tons of the 1955 season’s crop 
—a good record in view of the large 
surplus existing from previous years and 
the restrictions placed on the sale in the 
Far East markets of basket dates pro- 
duced in Basta. 

Negotiations on prices and commit- 
ments for the 1956 crop were carried on 





Thailand Minister 
Visits U. S. 


Thailand's Minister of Economic 
Affairs, General Siri Siriyethin, 
accompanied by other Thai offi- 
cials, is in the United States to 
expand trade and attract foreign 
capital for development purposes. 

General Siri and his party met 
with Secretary of Commerce Sin- 
clair Weeks, the Assistant Secre- 
tary for International Affairs, H. 
C. McClellan, and other Depart- 
ment of Commerce officials. They 
conferred also with Department 
of State and Export-Import Bank 
officials. 

The Minister has already held 
informal meetings with New York 
and Chicago business groups and 
plans to hold similar meetings in 
San Francisco and Los Angeles, 
and to visit a number of industrial 
and commercial establishments. 

General Siri would appreciate 
receiving inquiries through the 
Thai Trade Commissioner in the 
United States, Mr. C. C. Kambhu, 
37 Well Street, New York, N. Y. 
He stated that investment plans 
submitted by U. S. business firms 
would receive individual and 
prompt attention of the Industrial 
Promotion Committee, of which 
he is a member. 











in London during April by officials of 
the company and the principal Euro- 
pean and American importers of select 
and good average quality dates. Discus- 
sions were inconclusive, and a delega- 
tion from the company will visit the 
United States to find additional pur- 
chasers. 


Tentative appraisals of the coming 
season's crop indicate an wunusually 
small yield, particularly of hallawis, 35 
percent or even 40 percent below the 
1955 crop, considered average. Given 
favorable ripening conditions in the crit- 
ical months of July and August, the 
small number of dates per tree could be 
compensated for in part by their excep- 
tionally large size and quality. Without 
ideal weather conditions, however, the 
industry will experience difficulty in 
supplying its traditional purchasers of 
select dates. 

The Basra Port Directorate continued 
work on the dock installations under its 
program of renovating and strengthen- 
ing existing wharves with the purpose 
of eventually increasing the number of 
berths to 14. Provision of additional 
stacking areas has permitted the Direc- 
torate to keep the dockside area rela- 
tively free of congestion, and ships are 
not subjected to appreciable delay.— 
U. S. Cons., Basra. 


Bolivia Sets ... 


(Continued from page 3) 


rious experiment stations in the coun- 
try, and the distribution of seed, fer- 
tilizers, and other items. 


Industry Protests Controls 


Delegates to the Bolivian National 
Chamber of Industries’ fourth conven. 
tion, April 17-21, criticized stringent 
Government controls over trade and 
industry. ‘Phey questioned the Govern- 
ment’s policy of granting repeated wage 
increases without regard to parallel 
gains in worker productivity, and pro- 
posed a revaluation of the capital assets 
to reflect the present depreciated state 
of the national currency, The chamber 
favors the establishment of a Govern- 
ment bank to make industrial loans and 
the founding of an employers’ federation 
empowered to represent employers in 
legal disputes with labor unions. 

Chamber spokesmen and the new 
Minister of Economy pointed to the 
increase in the number of industries 
in the country, from 36 registered in- 
dustries in 1931 to 364 in 1951 and 633 
in 1956. The Bolivian President told the 
industrialists that their profit margins 
had been maintained despite wage in- 
creases and loss in the buying power 
of the boliviano and that therefore the 
Government does not intend to allow 
a revaluation of the corporate assets 
of the nation’s industry now. He said 
the present administration would con- 
tinue to protect the interests of the 
farm workers and the laboring class 
in addition to encouraging industrial 
growth. 

A decree setting up a commission to 
codify Bolivia’s commercial laws was 
issue April 20. The commission, com- 
prising representatives of the Ministries 
of Economy and Finance, the Central 
Obrera Boliviano (the Bolivian labor 
federation), and the National Chamber 
of Commerce, is to submit a draft of 
the new code to the Cabinet within 
60 days. It is also to establish licensing 
regulations for new import firms. 


Regular weekly flights to Bolivia 
were begun in April by the Colombian 
airline, Lloyd Aero Colombiano Ltda., 
covering the route Bogota-Leticia (Co- 
lombia)-Riberalta-Cochabamba. At Co- 
chabamba they will connect with Lloyd 
Aereo Boliviano (LAB) flights to La 
Paz and, in conjunction with other air- 
lines, to Santiago, Montevideo, Asun- 
cion, Buenos Aires, and Rio de Janeiro. 

The new central aircraft maintenance 
center opened April 16 at Cochabamba, 
National Aeronautical Institute, will 
serve all aircraft operated by the civil- 
ian and military agencies of the Govern- 
ment and other Bolivian air carriers. 
A pilots’ school will be conducted in 
conjunction with the center which was 
made possible by financial assistance 
provided by the U. S. Operations Mis- 
sion to Bolivia.—U. S. Emb., La Paz. 
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Rep ublic of China, 
San Plan Trade 


The Government of the Republic of 
China and Japan have programed trade 
to a value of US$76 million in each di- 
rection under an agreement reached on 
May 29 for a new trade plan covering a 
12-month period effective retroactively 
on April 1. 

Principal Chinese exports are to be 
sugar to a value of $26 million and rice, 
$23 million. 

Japanese exports are to include ferti- 
lizer to a value of $22 million; ferrous 
products, $10 million; machinery, $8.9 
million; rolling stock $3.5 million; and 
textiles $3 million. A $7-million quota 
to cover invisibles is set for each coun- 


The price of sugar, the main issue 
during the discussions, is left for settle- 
ment between the Taiwan Sugar Cor- 
poration and the Japanese buyers. The 
price of rice will be settled at the time 
of each sales contract. Trade under the 


new plan will continue on an “open _ 


account” basis. 

Under the agreement for the preced- 
ing 12-month period trade to a value of 
$94 million in each direction was pro- 
gamed. The trade, however, amounted to 
only $75.6 million in Taiwan exports and 
$60.9 million in imports from Japan. 
Sugar value at $44 million and rice at 
$21.5.million accqunted for over 86 per- 
cent of total ‘Taiwan exports to Japan. 
Chemical fertilizer to a value of $18.9 
million was the principal import from 
Japan, followed by a variety of manu- 
factured products. 


Standards Set for Flour 


In Dominican Republic 


The specifications for wheat flour sold 
in the Dominican Republic have been 
tightened, 

Wheat flour now must meet the fol- 
lowing content specifications: Water, 11 
to 17 percent; acidity in H,SO,, 0.015 
to 0.08 percent; ash, 0.30 to 0.48 per- 
cent; dry gluten, 12.5 to 16 percent; and 
Starch, 60 to 70 percent. 

Sale of enriched flour, whitened flour, 
éte., and flour for use in sweet bakery 
products is subject to special permit 
from the Dominican Secretary of Pub- 
lic Health. 

Flour not meeting these requirements, 
established by law No. 4449 of May 11, 
is subject to confiscation and destruc- 
tion—U. S. Emb., Ciudad Trujillo. 








Japanese milk production continued to 
rise in 1955, but a declining milk price 
and poor-quality dairy cattle feed 
checked the rate of increase, the For- 
eign Agricultural Service reports. 

The 2.2-billion-pound production dur- 
ing the year represented an 8 percent 
increase over 1954, 
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New Dominican Mining Law Enacted 


Future mining concessions in the 
Dominican Republic will be granted 
under the terms of a new mining law, 
No. 4445, May 6, 1956. 


This law, published in the Gaceta 
Oficial for May 25, will not apply to 
mining concessions in effect on the date 
of enactment of the new law, unless 
the concessionaire chooses, within 180 
working days, to apply for a concession 
under-the new law rather than continue 
to be governed by the law and regula- 
tions in effect when the concession was 
granted. For all other purposes, the 
ntw law repeals prior mining laws and 
regulations, 


The new law does not apply to petro- 
leum. The draft of a proposed petro- 
leum law is reported to be under study 
and eventually will be submitted to the 
legislature. 


The new law also does not apply to 
the quarrying of building materials and 
the mining of placer gold. 

The new law in some instances is 
more favorable to prospective investors 
than law No, 1852, the last major law 
on this subject. It provides, for example, 
that concessions for mining and the 
operation of processing plants for min- 
erals may be granted for an unlimited 
period, while under previous legislation 
such concessions were limited to 20 
years, renewable for no more than 30 
years. 

Under the new law no taxes or 
charges are required in connection with 
permits for mineral exploration. The 
previous mining law restricted mining 
operations to Dominican nationals, or to 
companies organized under Dominican 
law. The new statute allows both foreign 
individuals and companies to obtain 
concessions if they declare that for the 
purposes of that concession they submit 
themselves exclusively to the jurisdic- 
tion of Dominican courts and legislation. 


Procedures Changed 


The new law effects a number of 
changes in administrative procedures 
for the granting of mining ‘concessions. 
It classifies concessions in three cate- 
gories: Exploration, exploitation, and 
processing. A public registry is estab- 
lished in which all acts pertaining to 
mining, mining concessions, or mining 
companies must be recorded. 

The minimum share of the Domini- 
can Government in profits of mining 
enterprises is fixed on a scale ranging 
from 5 percent of net profits for the 
first 5 years up to 30 percent after 25 
years. These percentages apply only to 
operations that include some processing 
of ore. When minerals are exported 
without any processing, the Govern- 
ment’s share is to be determined con- 
tractually in each instance. The pre- 
vious law contained no conditions on 


Be gti pain 


the contribution due the State; such 
matters were established individually 
for each concession.—U, S. Emb., Ciudad 
Trujillo, 





Lebanon Reclassifies Some 
Chemicals, Exempts Duties 


The Lebanese High Council of Cus- 
toms has revised the classification of 
and exempted from customs duties un- 
der the normal tariff certain chemieal 
products and preparations used by Leb- 
anese industry. 

Tariff items affected and their new 
classifications and duties, in percent ad 
valorem; and former rates, shown in 
parantheses, are as follows: 


Effective May 28 
241. Salts of hydrosulfurous acid, including 
associated with ald etone, 





those ehydes or ac 
tres. (25 > pores nt). 
53. f inorganic ids, n. e ss. ja 
vinel class ifeation)« (a) lorous Bar = 
(25 nt); (b) othe 25 percent (sams). 
Peroxides v classification): (a) 
In parcels 0} or mere. free (11 


of 560 kilograms o: 
percent); (b) others, 11 percent (same). 
264. Persalts (revised classification): (a) 
Perborates, 25 reent (same); (b) others, 
free (25 percent). 
287. Ch 


tions for textiles, ts, 
free (256 percent); (g) other, 
25 percent (same). 


—U. S. Emb., Beirut. 





Uruguay Denounces Treaty 
Signed With Yugoslavia 


The Uruguayan Government on May 8 
denounced its commercial treaty with 
Yugoslavia signed in Montevideo on. 
May 20, 1955. ; 

Uruguay reportedly has been disap- 
pointed with the price and quality of 
goods and the slow deliveries from 
Yugoslavia. Imports from Yugoslavia 
in 1955 amounted in value to only 
$72,952, whereas exports to that coun- 
try in the same year were valued at 
-$3.4 million, indicating the one-way 
nature of the trade. 

Despite the additional cost, Uru- 
guayan importers have used some of 
the balance accruing from the trade 
with Yugoslavia in “switch” transac- 
tions to obtain currency to purchase 
imports from the United States and 
other countries.—U. S. Emb., Monte- 
video. 

The signing of the treaty was re- 
ported in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
June 27, 1955, page 9. 





Italy’s commercial filbert crop is fore- 
cast at 32,000 short tons, in-shell basis, 
equivalent to about 65 percent of last 
year’s bumper crop of 50,000 tons ac- 
cording to the Foreign Agricultural 
Service, 
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New Italian Film Law 


To Raise Dubbing Fee 


A new Italian film law passed by the 
Italian Chamber of Deputies and now 
in the Senate has as its principal fea- 
tungs the following: 

@ The license fee for dubbing a for- 
eign film shown in the Italian-language 
version is raised from 2.5 million lire to 
5.5 million lire. Of this fee 2 million lire 
will be used to promote and finance 
export of Italian films, 1.5 million to 
provide adequate exhibit equipment in 
towns which do not have satisfactory 
facilities, and 2 million to finance pro- 
duction and distribution of Italian films 
(625 lire=US$1). 

The former dubbing fee was fixed by 
the Italian film law of 1949 to finance 
a special fund for the domestic indus- 
try. At the end of June 1955 the fund 
amounted to 3,501 million lire. 

@ Mandatory screening of Italian fea- 
tures in each theater is raised from 80 
to 100 days a year. 

@A subsidy of 14 percent of gross 





Australian Tobacco Duties 
Tied to Domestic Leaf Use 


Australian manufacturers of ciga- 
rettes and smoking tobacco to be eligi- 
ble for a reduction in import duties on 
imported leaf tobacco will be required 
to use larger quantities of domestic leaf 
beginning July 1, 1957, the Minister for 
Customs and Excise announced on May 
10. 

Australian legislation currently au- 
thorizes a reduction of 1 shilling 6 
pence, or US$0.17, a pound in import 
duties for manufacturers using domestic 
leaf to the extent of 7% percent for 
cigarettes and 17% percent for smoking 
tobacco. Beginning July 1 of next year 
the required percentages will be 12% 
percent and 21 percent, respectively. 

The percentage increases required for 
use of domestic leaf reflect greater 
availability of Australian tobacco, pro- 
ducer demands for higher prices, and a 
desire to conserve foreign exchange. 





Export Credit Insurance 
Proposed in Australia 


Legislation to establish an export 
credit insurance system has been intro- 
duced in the Australian Parliament by 
the Minister for Trade and is expected 
to be enacted. 

The bill provides for setting up a 
so-called Export Payments Insurance 
Corporation, with a capital of A£500,000, 
to be supplied by the Government, 

The corporation would be empowered 
to insure exporters against foreign trade 
risks not insurable with private insur- 
ers and to charge a premium therefor. 
The corporation itself will not provide 
funds or extend credit to exporters but 
will function only as an insurer. 
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receipts will be paid Italian producers, 
and exhibitors of Italian films will re- 
ceive an 18-percent tax rebate. 

@ Other assistance to the Italian film 
industry is provided for in the form 
of bonuses to be awarded producers of 
Italian films of outstanding merit. 


Republic of China, 


France Revise Pact 


An annual trade to a value of US$10 
million in each direction is provided for 
in a revised trade agreement concluded 
on May 4 between the Governmehts of 
France and the Republic of China on 
Taiwan. 

An open account with a swing bal 
ance of US$1.5 million, in operation 
since May 1954 under the old trade 
agreement and its supplementary pay- 
ments agreement to handle trade activi- 
ties between the countries, will be 
closed and payments by both parties 
must now be made on a cash basis. 

The principal export from Taiwan 
under the revised agreement will be 
green tea valued at US$7 million. Tai- 
wan imports from France will consist 
of chemical fertilizers, machinery, and 
various. other manufactured products. 

The extent of Taiwan’s purchases un- 
der the agreement and the attainment 
of proposed trade levels will be geared 
to the amount of France’s purchases of 
green tea.—lInternational Cooperation 
Administration Mission, Taipei. 








New Commercial Bank To Be 


Established in Baghdad 


The National Bank of Iraq has issued 
a license for the establishment of a 
new commercial bank, the Bank of 
Baghdad. 


The new bank, scheduled to open for 
business by fall, will be the third Iraqi 
commercial bank in Baghdad and the 
ninth in the country. 

The bank will be capitalized at 2 
million Iraqi dinars, to be raised by the 
issue of 200,000 shares of stock at 10 
dinars each (1 Iraqi dinar=—US$2.80). 

The bank’s articles of; association 
were signed by Iraqi énd Kuwaiti 
merchants. 





Dominicans Abolish Import 
Charges on Luminous Signs 


The exemption of customs duties and 
taxes on imports into the Dominican 
Republic of luminous signs and’ mate- 
rials for their manufacture, originally 
authorized until May 18, 1956, has been 
continued for an indefinite period. 

These exemptions were granted under 
law No. 4193 of June 23, 1955 (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Sept. 19, 1955, p. 
10), and extended by law No. 4470 of 
June 4, 1956. 


— 


Moroccan Transaction 
Tax on Imports Up 


The rate of the Moroccan transaction 
tax, levied on most imported goods, has 
been substantially increased. 

The new rate, ordered by a decree of 
March 29 and in effect since April 1, 
is 5 percent instead of the former 1 
percent. 

Also changed is the basis for caley- 
lating the tax. Whereas formerly the 
l1-percent tax was levied on the invoice 
value of goods only, the new tax is 
calculated on the basis of value of 
goods plus amount assessed in customs 
duties and taxeéS and in internal con- 
sumption taxes, whenever the latter are 
collectible. 

With a few exceptions, foreign goods 
entering Morocco pay a uniform ad va- 
lorem customs duty of 10 percent and 
a special ad valorem customs tax of 2.5 
percent. Some commodities, such as 
alcoholic beverages and petroleum prod- 
ucts, are subject in addition to a .con- 
sumption tax at varying rates, which is 
applicable to both imported and locally 


‘produced goods, 


For example, duties and taxes on a 
$100 imported item as calculated by the 
new and old methods are as follows: 


New rate Old rate 
Customs duty, 10 per- 
cent ad valorem ..... $10.00 $10.00 
Special customs tax, 2.5 
percent ad valorem 2.50 2.50 
Stamp duty, 1 percent of 
duties and. taxes paid. 125 .12§ 
Transaction tax .. .625 1.00 
(5 percent (1 percent 
of $112.50) of $100) 
Total duties 
. and tames ......«.... 18.260 13.625 


For a commodity subject to the con- 
sumption tax, the amount of that tax is 
added to the value on which the 5-per- 
cent transaction tax is calculated.— 
U. S. Cons. Gen., Rabat, and Bulletin 
Official, Morocco, No. 2267, April 6, 1956. 


Census Begun in Canada 


Canada’s first national] 5-year Census 
was begun on June 1 and by the end 
of the month 16,000 enumerators were 
expected to have recorded all Canadians 
and have collected a wide range of use- 
ful information on farms. Heretofore 
the national census has been taken on 
a decennial basis. 

Despite the estimated jump of nearly 
2 million in Canada’s population since 
the last census was taken in 1951, final 
population figures are expected to be 
available by January 1957, and full 
agricultural figures by next spring. The 
latest estimates sets Canada’s popula- 
tion at 15,818,000 at the beginning of 
1956, compared with 14,009,429 on June 
1, 1951. 





Cotton production in Nicaragua in the 
August 1955-July 1956 marketing year 
is currently estimated at 160,000 bales, 
or 22 percent less than the 1954-55 
crop of 205,000 bales, the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service reports, 
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U. S. Plants Do Well in Northern Ireland 


G. C. Mitchell 


U. S. Consulate General, Belfast 


The four U. S. firms now established in Northern Ireland are gen- 
erally pleased with their setup and look optimistically to the future. 
These American firms point out to prospective investors that among 
Northern Ireland’s attractions are an available labor force, diverse 
Government grants, and an opportunity to sell to the sterling area. They 


recommend that other firms settle there 
if the sterling area offers a market for 
their products and if transportation 
materials and finished 
products are a small part of total costs. 
Like most prospective American in- 
yesters, these firms had contemplated 
establishing their United Kingdom sub- 
sidiaries somewhere in Great Britain, 
closer to sources of raw materials, 
power, and transportation, as well as 
the Continent’s large markets. Because 
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An investment promotion group, the 
Northern Ireland Development Council, 
headed by a British industrialist, is 
spearheading efforts by the British 
Government, local authorities, and 
Northern Ireland’s Ministry of Com- 
merce to attract investment to that 


area both from Great Britain and 
abroad. 
This report, prepared by the U, 8. 


consulate general in Belfast, télls of the 
experience of four American-controlled 
companies included among some 100 
firms which have set up operations in 
Northern Ireland since World War II. 





of the scarcity of labor in Great Britain, 
however, both the British Government 
and Northern Ireland authorities en- 
couraged the firms to investigate North- 
ern Ireland, where labor was plentiful. 

In Northern Ireland, with its popula- 
tion of 1,394,000, an average of 32,000 
persons—23,000 males and 9,000 females 
—were unemployed in 1955, representing 
6.7 percent of the labor force. In addi- 
tion to the ample supply of male labor, 
other inducements are offered industrial- 
ists to settle in Northern Ireland. 


Government Aids Firms 


Northern Ireland's Ministry of Com- 
merce was .flexible in arranging fac- 
tories for the American companies. One 
firm built its own plant, and the Gov- 
ernment contributed 25 percent of con- 
Struction costs in accordance with grants 
provided ‘for in the Capital Grants to 
Industry Act. 

A second firm occupied one of several 
factories built in advance by the Gov- 
ernment for industrial development 
purposes. 

A third occupied a Government fac- 
tory formerly used by another tenant 
but remodeled extensively by the Minis- 
try to suit the new tenant's needs. 

The fourth company is leasing floor 
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space from one of the other American 
companies while the Government is pre- 
paring to construct a factory built to its 
specifications, 

Rentals for firms occupying Govern- 
ment factories are based on the 1939 
level, amounting to as little as 9 pence, 
or 10 U.S. cents, a square foot. After an 
initial period the rents will be adjusted 
to current market values. 

The Government allowed the four 
firms a 75-percent exemption on prop- 
erty taxes, and local authorities at their 
discretion could forego the remaining 25 
percent for a period of up to 10 years, 
One firm whose plant is situated where 
the local authorities have foregone their 
tax share is receiving a 100-percent 
waiver on property taxes. 

The firms received and are still receiv- 
ing grants amounting to 25 percent of 
the cost of their machinery and other 
capital expenditures. 


The firms also receive a rebate if they 
use at least 50 tons of coal annually or 
its equivalent in gas or electricity. The 
scale is reviewed annually; at the begin- 
ning of this year it amounted to 16 
shillings, or $2.26, a ton. This rebate 
serves to offset coal transportation costs 
between Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland. Roughly 10 percent of light, 
heat, and power costs are refunded in 
this way to the American firms. 


Delays Experienced 


As most of Northern Ireland’s unem- 
ployed labor is unskilled, the Ministry of 
Labor and National Insurance operated 
an on-the-job training program for the 
firms, whereby it paid employees’ wages 
during their training period and if nec- 
essary provided them with tools. 

Some of the American firms experi- 
enced initial delays in completing fac- 
tory construction, obtaining machinery, 
and receiving shipment of raw materials. 
Accustomed to speedy action in the 
United States, they became impatient 
with the slow construction and sup- 
pliers’ failure to observe machinery 
and materials delivery dates. As time 
passed, however, and trade customs be- 
came better understood, they adjusted 
to the situation by placing advance or- 
ders and allowing approximately one- 
third more time for delays. Moreover, 
as they became better acquainted with 
their suppliers, they grew more selective 
in placing orders. 

Despite these obstacles, through plan- 


ning, persistence, and hard work, one 
company began production only 7 
months after the first equipment was 
ordered, and another realized production 
within 9 months, considered to be rec- 
ords in Northern Ireland. 

British Machinery Used . 

Most of the machinery installed in the 
plants is of British origin, although the 
heavy equipment of one company is 95 
percent American-made. The firms were 
urged to purchase British equipment if 
possible, but if it was unobtainable in 
the United Kingdom, the Northern Ire- 
land Ministry of Commerce lent the 
firms support in obtaining import li- 
censes through the British Board of 
Trade. Some of the companies pur- 
chased a limited amount of machinery 
from France, Switzerland, and Western 
Germany, as well as from the United 
States. 

About 90 to 95 percent of the raw 
materials were bought in the United 
Kingdom. As a whole, the materials are 
reported to be of good quality, but in 
operations requiring precision and close 
tolerances considerable difficulty arose 
at the beginning. Rejects were consider- 
able, and some tolerances: had to be 
lowered because they could not meet 
U. S. specifications. As _ selectivity 
weeded out suppliers whose standards 
were considered unacceptable, the rejec- 
tion rate dropped. To allow for defective 
supplies and delivery delays the firms 
also carried larger inventories than they 
would have in the United States. 

One firm reported only a minimum 
of complaints about the quality of mate- 
rials furnished, owing to the good in- 
spection system and quality control ini- 
tially organized. Before materials were 
shipped in quantity by the supplier, 
advance samples were received for test- 
ing purposes. Sample materials also 
were sent to the United States for test- 
ing and approval to achieve a grade of 
product uniform with that of its sister 
plants in the United States and other 
parts of the world. 


Firms Employ 1,000 Workers 


The labor force of the four American 
firms stands at slightly under 1,000, but 
when full production is realized the 
companies estimate they will be employ- 
ing an additional 500 workers. Of the 
1,000 employees, only 10 are Americans, 
and they are on the managerial and 
technical staffs. 

By careful screening of applicants an 
efficient labor force was gradually de- 
veloped. A youthful force was selected, 
a factor which undoubtedly accounted 
for the employees’ easy adaptability. 

The firms had difficulty in recruiting 

(Continued on page 22) 
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S. African Firm Wants U. S. Capital Australian Lead Oxide 


Phillips Asbestos Mines (Pty.), Ltd., a 
subsidiary of John Beith (South Africa) 
Pty., Ltd., Electron House, Acutt Street, 
Durban, P. O. Box 632, a mining com- 
pany engaged in developing asbestos and 
other mineral deposits, is interested in 
obtaining U. S. capital participation for 
expansion. 

The South African company wishes to 
expand its asbestos production through 
an arrangement for loan capital which 
might also carry the right to conversion 
to equity participation on maturity. To 
assure the investor of the soundness of 
the investment the company offers to 
have an independent engineering con- 
sultant render an opinion as to the suit- 
ability of machinery before final pur- 
chase as well as an opinion on the 
feasibility of the proposed expansion. 

Equity investment, with management 
participation, also is sought from U. S. 
sources to bring into full production 
crysotile properties in Southern Rho- 
desia. A similar arrangement is open to 
negotiation with interested investors 
for the development of Rhodesian 
chrome and lepidolite deposits. If par- 
ticipation can be obtained, the organ- 
ization of a separate public corporation 
to develop the Rhodesian properties is 
proposed. 

Interested firms should communicate 
directly with J. B. Phillips, managing 
director of John Beith (South Africa) 
Pty., Ltd., at the Durban address. Sup- 





Firm in Israel Plans 
To Expand Vineyard 


Netioth Hadarom, Ltd., of Israel, is 
seeking private U.S. capital participa- 
tion for the further development of its 
Sultana vineyards in the Northwestern 
section of that country. 

The vineyard development of the 
Israeli firm is said to have been declared 
an approved undertaking in accordance 
with the law for the encouragement of 
capital investment, and will therefore 
enjoy certain privileges granted under 
the law, such as reduction of remission 
of certain taxes, actelerated amortiza- 
tion, etc. The right to transfer profits 
abroad is granted within the framework 
of the law beginning with the 6th year 
after planting. 

The company is particularly inter- 
ested in the development and production 
of the Sultana grape, better known in 
the United States as the Thompson 
Seedless grape. Details on the firm’s 
operations and Lee geet expansion plans 
may be obtained upon request from 
h.ax Wittman, Investment Section, 
Office of Economic Services for North 
America, Government of Israel, 250 
West 57th Street, New York 19, N. Y. 
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plemental data on the proposal are 
available for review on loan from the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D.C. A World Trade Directory report 
on John Beith Pty., Ltd., also is avail- 
able to qualified U. S. companies from 
BFC’s Commercial Intelligence Division 
for $1. 


NATO Plans Projects 


In France, Corsica 


Two new projects in France estimated 
at a total of $756,000, and one in Corsica 
estimated at $214,285, have been opened 
to U. S. bidders under the international 
competitive bidding procedure of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO), the Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce has reported. 

The first French project involves the 
following works on Chambley airfield: 
Leveling, reinforcement, and drainage 
of overruns, estimated cost $102,060; 
reinforcement of runway shoulders and 
of parallel taxiway, $201,143; and con- 
struction of collector gutters under the 


runway and the parallel taxiway, 
$241,430. 





The second project in France calls for. 


reinforcement of runway shoulders and 
overruns and of parallel taxiway at 
Merville-Calonne airfield, estimated cost 
$211,430. 


Interested firms should communicate 
their desire to bid before July 5 on the 
first project, and July 6 on the second, 
to the French Delegate to NATO, Palais 
de Chaillot, Paris. 


The project in Corsica calls for sup- 
ply and installation of warning lights on 
Solenzara_ airfield. Interested firms 
should express their desire to bid before 
July 4 with the Ministere de la Defense 
Nationale et des Forces Armees, Di- 
rection de Il'Infrastructure de Il ’Air, 
boulevard Victor, Paris. 

Specifications on the project will be 
available beginning July 15 and the 
date for the opening of bids is set for 
August 8. 

A brochure describing the NATO 
international bidding program is avail- 
able on request from the Trade Devel- 
opment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C., or from 
any of the Department’s Field Offices. 





Chilean imports of edible vegetable oils 
in 1955 are reported at 28,382 short 
tons, consisting largely of semirefined 
cottonseed oil from the United States, 
according to the Foreign Agricultural 
Service. 


Producer Asks Patents 


Consolidated Metal Products, Ltd, 
2-8 Allen Street, Waterloo, New South 
Wales, is seeking patents, processes, 


machinery, and technical assistance ' 


from a U. S. firm for the manufacture 
in Australia of lead oxides, lead acid 
storage-battery plates, and other stor- 
age-battery components. 

The Australian company is said to be 
one of the leading producers of lead 
oxides and plates and other components 
for batteries, and a principal smelterer 
and refiner of secondary lead in that 
country. 

John Broinowski, chairman and man- 
aging director of Consolidated Metals, 
Ltd., was scheduled to arrive in the 
United States on June 25 for a 2 months’ 
visit to discuss with interested firms a 
possible licensing or other operational 
agreement. 

Mr. Broinowski will visit New York; 
Los Angeles; San Francisco; Minne- 
apolis; Chicago; Joplin, Mo.; and Akron, 
Ohio. Interested firms are invited to 
correspond with him direct, c/o the 
Readers Digest, 230 Park Avenue, New 
York, N. Y. A World Trade Directory 
report on the Australian company is 
available to qualified U. S. firms from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. §. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., for $1. 

A descriptive catalog of the company’s 
present line of products also is avail- 
able for review on loan from BFC’s 
Investment Development Division. 


Channel Islands Distiller 
Offers Patent Rights 


Channel Islands Fine Distillers, Ltd, 
Ville Amphrey, St. Martins, manufac- 
turer of liqueurs on the island of Guern- 
sey in the Channel Islands, wishes to 
license a U. S, distiller for the manu- 
facture and sale in the United States 
of a liqueur marketed under the trade 
name Guernsey Cream Advocaat. 

The liqueur is said to be made with 
fresh cream, egg yolks, blended brandy, 
and sugar. A patented blending process 
keeps oil from forming in the cream. 
Production reportedly requires a limited 
investment in machinery. The company 
is prepared to send a technician to the 
United States to organize and oversee 
factory operation if the licensee wishes. 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond direct with A. Orley, managing 
director, at the Guernsey address, A 
World Trade Directory report on the 
firm is available to qualified U. S. firms 
from the Commercial Intelligence Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., for $1. 
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Australian Stockowners 
Listed in Directory 


The Australian Pastoral Direc- 
tory, an indexed publication, lists 
stockowners in the states of New 
South Wales, Queensland, Victo- 
ria, South Australia, Northern 
Territory, and Tasmania. 

Owners are shown alphabetical- 
ly for each area, giving name of 
station, postal address, and num- 
ber of cattle and sheep. Also in- 
cluded are lists of prominent 
stock and station agents, perti- 
nent statistics, and index to ad- 
vertisements of service and sup- 
ply organizations appearing in the 
edition. 

A copy of The Australian Pasto- 
ral Directory is available for re- 
view in the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., 
or may be purchased from the 
publisher, the’ Pastoral Review 
Pty., Ltd, 122-138 King Street, 
Melbourne, C.1, Victoria, for ap- 
proximately. US$9.50. 











Ropemaker.in Canada 


Plans Diversification 


The Brantford Cordage Co., Ltd., 96 
Brant Street, Brantford, Ontario, manu- 
facturer and baler of binder twines, 
sisal commercial twines, and manila and 
sisal ropes, wishes to interest a U. S. 
firm in the manufacture and sale in 
Canada of merchandise not now pro- 
duced there, 


The Canadian company reportedly has 
available space of approximately 10,000 
square feet, and a sizable land area 
suitable for the erection of new build- 
ings if the development of a new prod- 
uct line requires expansion. The present 
employee role of the Brantford cdm- 
pany is approximately 325, and a well- 
organized sales organization covers all 
of Canada. 

Interested firms contemplating the 
establishment of a manufacturing enter- 
prise in Canada are invited to corre- 
spond direct with J, A. McKay, assist- 
ant general manager, at the company’s 
address in Brantford, Ontario. A World 
Trade Directory report is available to 
qualified U. S. firms from the Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., for 


$1. 





The commercial walnut crop for 1956 
in Italy is expected to reach a record- 
breaking 50,000 short tons, in-shell basis, 
the Foreign Agricultural Service re- 
ports, 
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Governments in Nine Countries Invite Bids 
For Supply of Materials and Equipment . — 


The following governments, through 


‘their authorized procurement agencies, 


are inviting tenders for a number of 
items of potential interest to U. S. sup- 
pliers. 

Supplemental data, such as bidding 
instructions and_ specifications, are 
available for review on loan from the 
Trade Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., as 
indicated by symbol (*), 


Argentina: 


Motor diesel cars, 154, and passenger 
cars, 146, with replacement parts; bids 
invited until August 24 by the Argentine 
National Railways, Oficina de Licita- 
ciones del Ferrocarril General Belgrano, 
Avda. Maipu No. 4, Subsuelo, Buenos 
Aires.* 


Australia: 


Aluminum fluoride (pebbles), 100 
tons, tenders should supply detailed 
analysis and source of supply of mate- 
rial together with methods of analysis 
used and should be marked T-59; petro- 
leum or pitch coke, 4,000 to 5,000 tons, 
for use in Soderberg vertical stub alumi- 
num reduction furnaces, T-60; 2,100 tons 
pitch, suitable for Soderberg electrode 
manufacture for aluminum reduction 
furnaces, T-61; 200 tons synthetic cryo- 
lite, tenders should supply detailed anal- 
‘ysis and source of supply of material 
and methods of analysis used, T-63. 

Tenders invited until July 31 by the 
Australian Aluminum Production Com- 
mission, Bell Bay, Tasmania. 


Egypt: 

Cable line for connecting the Govern- 
ment petroleum refinery power station 
with the Suez municipality power sta- 
tion; bids invited until August 8 by the 
Ministry of Public Works, Mechaaical 
and Electrical Department, Cairo. A 
copy of conditions of tender and speci- 
fications may be reviewed at the Bureau 
of the Egyptian Commercial Counselor, 
2310 Decatur Place NW., Washington 8, 
Bf? 


Supply and installation of cables be- 
tween Helmieh, Abbassieh, Azhar, and 
Bassatin; bids to be submitted until 
September 5 through an agent estab- 
lished in Egypt to the Director General, 
Cairo Electricity and Gas Administra- 
tion, 53. Avenue 26th July, Cairo, and 
to be accompanied by a provisional de- 
posit of 2 percent of the value of the 
contract.* 


Greece: 


Various kinds of lubricating oils, esti- 
mated value $95,000, bids invited until 
July 11; various kinds of lubricating 
oils, 310 metric tons, estimated value 
$91,666, July 19; anchor chains and 
components, July 24; cast-steel tubes, 


2,000 meters, July 25; white anti-fric- 
tion metal, 6,000 kilograms, July 26; 
quantities of plywood, white-oak, pitch-. 
pine, and oregon-pine lumber, July 27; 
and white bank-post paper, 2,000 reams, 
July 27. Tenders invited by the Ministry 
of Finance, State Procurement Service, 
56 El Venizelos Street, Athens.* 


Resistors and capacitors for radio 
equipment, bids invited until July 18 by 
Ministry of Communications and Public 
Works, Civil Aviation Service, Athens.* 

Additional information and assistance 
to prospective bidders may be obtained 
from the Greek Foreign Trade Adminis- 
tration, 729 15th Street N.W.,:-Washing- 
ton, D. C. 


India: 


One twin-screw steel two-deck vessel 
of about 1,000-1,500 gross tonnage for 
Superintendent of Lighthouses, Bombay; 
tender No. SB1/1910-G/1 invited until 
August 14 by the Directorate General of 
Supplies and Disposals, Government of 
India, New Delhi. Copies of tender doc- 
uments may be purchased from the 
India Supply Mission, 2536 Massachu- 
setts Avenue NW., for $2.10 each.* 

Steel materials required for the 
Integral Coach Factory, Perambur, 
Madras, tender notice No. CS/69.ICF; 
bids to be submitted in triplicate until 
July 18 by established importers in India 
to the Iron and Steel Controller, Min- 
istry of Commerce and Industry, Gov- 
ernment of India, 33 Netaji Subhas 

(Continued on page 15) 





New Edition of Indonesian 
Trade Directory Planned 


The Indonesian Chamber of Com- 
merce (Dewan “Ekonomi Indonesia 
Pusat—DEIP) is planning a new edition 
of the Indonesian Trade Directory for 
the years 1956-57, to be released, ac- 
cording to present schedule, in Novem- 
ber 1956. 

In addition to the basic material 
found in the 1954-55 edition, the new 
directory will contain a general back- 
ground article about the United States. 

The price of the directory will be 
120 rupiah (1 rupiah=US$0.0872) if 
ordered before publication, and 150 
rupiah if ordered after publication. Any 
company placing an advertisement in 
the directory will receive one copy free. 
A schedule of the advertising rates is 
available for review on loan from the 
Trade Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

U. S. firms interested in placing an 
advertisement in the directory, or in 
subscribing, may communicate with the 
publisher, Pikat, Djalan Tjikini Raya 
71, Djakarta, 
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Firms in Netherlands 
Offer Opportunities 


Banketfabriek v/h van Hees, 143 Zwa- 
anhals, Rotterdam, bakers and confec- 
tionery and pastry manufacturers and 
retailers, would like to interest a U. S. 
firm in the establishment of a modern 
bakery in the Netherlands. 


The Netherlands is said to offer a 
good domestic as well as export market 
for pastry products. The managers of 
Banketfabriek reportedly feel that U. S. 
production and sales methods and the 
introduction of new machinery and 
products offer a profitable investment 
opportunity. If a suitable firm can be 
found for operation of the bakery, the 
Banketfabriek managers will consider 
outright sale of the factory facilities. 


Additional details will be furnished to 
interested U. S. firms, upon request, by 
the firm at the Rotterdam address. 


N.V. Metallo-Chemie Ramondt, Post- 
box 11, Uithoorn, manufacturers of 
chemicals and equipment used for clean- 
ing, derusting, and phosphatizing metals, 
would like to be licensed by a U. S. 
manufacturer specializing in the manu- 
facture of materials or equipment used 
for surface or heat treatment of metals, 
except the galvanotechnical processes. 


The company is said to have adequate 
facilities for the development of new 
processes, and although a licensing ar- 
rangement is of primary interest, a 
joint venture operation with financial 
participation by the U. S. manufacturer 
would be considered. 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond direct with Ramondt at the firm’s 
address in Uithoorn for complete details 
regarding this proposal. 

World Trade Directory reports on 
each of these firms are deing prepared 
and soon will be available to qualified 
U. S. companies from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C., for $1 
each. 


Bid Date Extended in India 


Tenders for rolling stock and equip- 
ment for India’s 1956-57 global require- 
ments will be received by the Director, 
Railway Equipment, Railway Board, 
New Delhi, until September 15. 

This opportunity was announced in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, May 21, 
1956, page 12. 








Work on the Teesta barrage project 
in East Pakistan has officially begun. 
The project, estimated to cost the equiv- 
alent of nearly US$30 million, involves 
construction of a barrage across the 
Teesta River and a canal system de- 
signed to provide irrigation facilities for 
more than 1 million acres of land. 
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Plant, Equipment 
Offered in Canada 


Martin E. Lownds, 22 Cardinal Place, 
Toronto, is offering manufacturing fa- 
cilities to U. S. firms interested in estab- 
lishing branch plants or new factories 
in Canada. 

The Canadian representative, partic- 
ularly interested in the manufacture of 
hardware or houseware consumer goods 
which can be produced in Canada under 
license, reportedly has financial backing 
for the establishment of a plant and 
equipment necessary to produce these 
items. 

Mr. Lownds is not seeking capital, but 
hopes to reach U. S. manufacturers 
wanting to enter the Canadian market 
but not prepared at present to make a 
capital investment. 

A copy of the Canadian market survey 
prepared in support of this proposal is 
available for review on loan from the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. Interested firms are invited to 
correspond direct with Mr. Lownds at 
the Toronto address. 





Australian Machinery Firm 
Seeks Licensing Agreement 


Federal Machinery Co., Ltd., 2-8 Lof- 
tus Street, Arncliffe, New South Wales, 
manufacturers of saw gulleters and 
sharpeners, post drivers, and gardening 
and light-farming implements, is inter- 
ested in being licensed by a U. S. com- 
pany for the manufacture in Australia 
of a related line of products. 

The Australian company reportedly 
has complete machining, sheet-metal, 
welding, and foundry facilities, and 
would consider the installation of new 
equipment if required in connection 
with the production of a new American 
line or lines of products. 

Supplemental data including illustrat- 
ed leaflets on the firm’s products are 
available for review on loan from the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. A World Trade Directory report 
also is available to qualified U. S. com- 
panies from BFC’s Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division for $1. 





Planned Expansion of Jidda 
Port Facilities Reported 


Expansion of pier facilities in Jidda 
harbor to relieve present port conges- 
tion is understood to be under consid- 
eration by the Government of Saudi 
Arabia, 

Formal announcement of such a plan 
has not been made, but qualified engi- 
neering firms with representatives in 
the area may wish to study the possi- 
bilities. 





Burma Offers Jade 
Stone for Sale 


A jade stone said to be of first- 
class quality, possessing attrac- 
tive green hues, and weighing 
about 148 pounds, is offered for 
sale by the Commerce Develop- 
ment Corporation, Government of 
the Union of Burma, 166 Panso- 
dan Street, Rangoon. 

Interested parties are invited to 
correspond with the Commerce 
Development Corporation for ad- 
ditional details. 











Firm in Ireland Offers To 
Sell Industrial Property 


P. Kavanaugh & Sons, Ltd., is offer- 
ing to a U. S. firm contemplating the 
establishment of a manufacturing en- 
terprise in Ireland its modern factory 
situated at Crumlin Road in Dublin. 

The factory is said to comprise a cov- 
ered area of 52,500 square feet on a 3%- 
acre tract; 2 steam boilers of 11,000- 
pound evaporation; ample gas, water, 
and electric mains; fully fitted labora- 
tory; canteen; and other facilities. 

Formerly used for the production of 
jams, jellies, custard powder, canned 
vegetables, etc., the owners of the fac- 
tory have indicated that it would be 
suitable for motor vehicle assembly, for 
clothing manufacture, or as a food- 
processing plant. 

Details concerning the plant facilities 
and terms of sale are available upon re- 
quest from the company at Crumlin 
Road, Dublin. A World Trade Direc- 
tory report on the company is available 
to qualified U. S. firms from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., for $1. 





Machinery Firm in England 
Wants To Diversify Products 


Cook & Co,, P. O. Box 11, Standard 
Works, Altrincham, Cheshire, England, 
manufacturer of textile machinery, is 
seeking a licensing or working agree- 
ment with a U. S. firm for the manu- 
facture in England of a diversified line 
of products. 

The company is interested in special 
types of small machine tools, or in the 
manufacture of any newly developed 
machinery used in the manufacture of 
synthetic products. 

Cook & Co, is said to have an adapt- 
able engineering shop comprising most 
of the usual machine tools, and an im- 


portant battery of power presses and_ 


supporting assembly and fitting shop. 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond direct with the English company 
at the address in Cheshire, 
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Indian Firm Invites 
Quotations on Plant 


Quotations on plant and machinery 
required for the manufacture of copper 
sulfate and potassium chlorate are 
invited by the firm of N. Somasundaram 
Pillai, Kumaran Asan Buildings, 
Alwaye, South India. 


A complete plant using the electrolyt- 
ic process, including cells, rectifier equip- 
ment, crystallizer, centrifuge, bagging 
unit, and the like, is needed to manu- 
facture 5 tons each of these chemicals 
daily. Raw material, such as scrap cop- 
per. and sulfuric acid, is said to be 
available locally. Steam at 100 pounds 
pressure, electricity, 3-phase 400/230, 
50-cycle, and sufficient water for proc- 
essing are available at the site of the 
factory. 

Supplemental data includifig esti- 
mates of operating costs are available 
for review on loan from the Trade De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. A World 
Trade Directory report on N. Somasun- 
daram Pillai is in preparation and soon 
may be obtained from BFC’s Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division for $1. 





Governments in... 


(Continued from page 13}P 


Road, Calcutta. Shipment to be com- 
pleted between April and July, 1957.* 


Iran: 


Twenty fork-lift trucks for the Min- 
istry of Roads; bids invited until Au- 
gust 13 by the Seven-Year-Plan Organi- 
zation through its appointed consulting 
port engineers, the Danish firm, Kamp- 
sax, 66 Avenue Kushk, Tehran. Condi- 
tions and specifications may be ob- 
tained from Kampsax for 1,500 rials 
(approximately US$20). 

White and brown gummed paper 
tapes, 1,100 bobbins, bid deadline July 
28; 425 tons white cardboards on bob- 
bins and in sheets, July 29. Bids invited 
by Iranian Tobacco Monopoly Institute, 
Tehran. Specifications on these items 
may be obtained at the Iranian Em- 
bassy, 3005 Massachusetts Avenue NW., 
Washington, D. C.* 

Approach warning device and level 
crossing barrier; bids invited until Au- 
gust 10 by the Secretary of the Bid 
Commission of the Supply Department, 
Iranian State Railway, Tehran. Speci- 
fications for bidding, contract form, and 
specifications booklets for each item 
may be obtained from that authority 
for 500 rials (approximately US$7) each. 
Traq: 

Supply and installation of two water- 
supply systems as follows: Tuwairij 
(Hindiya) with a capacity of 1,008,000 
gallons a day, and Saddat El-Hindiya 


‘ (Hindiya barrage) with a capacity of 


504,000 gallons per day. Bids invited 


July 2, 1956 


until October 27 by the Directorate 
General of Municipalities, Ministry of 
Interior, Baghdad, 

Copies of bidding documents may be 
obtained in duplicate for 10 Iraqi dinars 
(1 dinar =US$2.80) for each of the two 
tenders.* 

Mozambique: 

Fork-lift trucks, 30, for the ports of 
Lourenco Marques, Beira, and Queli- 
mane; tenders invited until] September 
5 by Armazens Gerais dos Servicos dos 
Portos, Caminhos de Ferro e Trans- 
portes de Mocambique, Lourenco Mar- 
ques. Provisional deposit of $3,465 must 
be made by bidders with the Treasury 
of Direccao dos Servicos dos Portos.* 


Pakistan: 


Supply and installation of equipment 
for the V. H. F./U. S. F. radio network 


in East Pakistan; bids invited until * 


August 8 by the Director General, Posts 
and Telegraphs, Karachi.* 





Lebanese Firm Plans 


Cannery Expansion 


Cortas Brothers & Co., P. O. Box 209, 
Beirut, is seeking U. S. capital and 
technical assistance for the expansion 
and modernization of its fruit and vege- 
table canning factory in Lebanon. 


Approximately $280,000 in capital is 
required for the project as envisaged by 
the Lebanese firm. In addition to this 
sum, the investor is asked to provide a 
specialist to plan the modernization and 
improvement of facilities, and to select 
any technicians or operating personnel 
considered essential for the operation 
of the cannery. Ownership directly pro- 
portional to the investment is offered in 
exchange. 

Supplemental data concerning this 
proposal, including a detailed summary 
of the proposal together with a sug- 
gested list of machinery, unit cost, and 
profit analysis of all products to be 
processed, etc., are available upon 
request from the Investment Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. A World Trade 
Directory report also is available to 
qualified U. S. companies from BFC’s 
Commercial Intelligence Division for $1. 





Specifications Available 
On Syrian Silo Project 


A copy of the specifications, drawings, 
and bidding conditions for the construc- 
tion of a 35,000-ton silo at Latakia 
Harbor, in Latakia, bid deadline Au- 
gust 7, now is available for review on 
loan from the Trade Development Di- 
vision, Bureau of- Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C, 

This project was announced in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, June 18, 1956, 
page 17. 
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 


The firms arid individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed . 
interest in establishing new business 
connections in the United States. While 
every effort is made to include only 
firms or individuals of good repute, the 
Department of Commerce cannot as- 
sume responsibility for any transactions 
undertaken with these firms. 


* World Trade Directory reports on the 

listed firms are available to qualified 
U. S. firms from BFC’s Commercial 
Intelligence Division, or through the 
U. S. Department of Commerce Field 
Office (listed on p. 2), for $1 each. 
However, the usual precautions should 
be taken; all transactions are subject 
to prevailing laws and regulations in 
this country and abroad. 


Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, price lists, or samples is avail- 
able as indicated by symbol (*). Firms 
domiciled in the United States may 
obtain this materia] on loan from the 
Trade Opportunity Section, Trade De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Chemicals: 

France—Promace, S.A. (manufac- 
turer, wholesaler, exporter, importer), 
155 Faubourg de Colmar, Mulhouse 
(Haut-Rhin), wishes to export direct 
or through agent chemicals for finishing 
of textiles and leathers, and for tanning. 

Cutlery: 

Germany—Walter Henn & Sohn 
(manufacturer, exporter), 18 Industrie- 
strasse, Solingen, wishes to export 
direct 1,500 doz. monthly of steel” scis- 

















Antimalarial Drugs for 
Sale by Ceylon 


Quantities of the antimalarial 
drugs mepacrine, totaquine, palu- 
drine, and atabrine are offered 
for sale by the Ceylon Govern- 
ment, Director of Health Services, 

» Ceylon, P. O. Box No. 584, Colom- 
bo. Offers should reach the Chair- 
man, Tender Board, Ministry of 
Health, P. O. Box 500, Colombo, 
before August 21. 

Supplemental data are available 
for review on loan from the Trade 
Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 
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sors of all types and sizes. Illustrated 
leaflets available.* 

Electrodes: 

Germany—Duria-Werk Karl Kempf 
KG. (manufacturer, exporter), 151 
Bockholtstrasse, Neuss a: Rh., wishes to 
export direct 1.5 metric tons monthly 
of hard metal and welding electrodes. 
Catalog available.* 

Flatware; 

Germany—Peter Prass, Metallwaren- 
fabrik (manufacturer, exporter), 24 
Beethovenstrasse, Solingen, wishes to 
export direct or through agent large 
quantities of stainless steel and silver- 
plated tablespoons, forks, and knives. 
Illustrated pamphlet available.* 

Furniture: 

Germany—Burbacher Stuhlfabrik, 
Fritz Klein, Kom.-Ges. (manufacturer, 
exporter), 11-17 Dillenburgerstrasse, 
Burbach Krs. Siegen, wishes to export 
direct or through agent 10,000 monthly 
of modern-design straight-backed and 
arm chairs. Illustrated leaflet avail- 
able.* 

Netherlands—Marko Fabrieken voor 
Metaalbewerking, N.V. (manufacturer, 
wholesaler, exporter), 81 Beneden Ver- 
laat, Veendam, wishes to export direct 
high-quality steel furniture for schools. 


Gems: 

Germany—Carl Friedrich Arnoldi 
(importer of raw semiprecious stones; 
stone cutter, wholesaler, exporter), 34 
Kobachstr., Idar-Oberstein, wishes to 
export direct preferably, but will con- 
sider through agent, high-quality semi- 
precious stones including aquamarines, 
topaz, tourmalines, and amethysts. 
Price list available from firm upon 
request. 

Handtools: 

Japan—Horiya Machine & Tool Co., 
Ltd. (wholesaler), 1 Uchiandojimachi 
2-chome, Minami Ku, Osaka, wishes to 
export direct 10- to 20-gross lots up to 
50,000 sets monthly of 9-piece drill sets 
with ,containers. Specifications: %”, 
3/16", 5/32”, 9/64”, %”, 7/64”, 3/32”, 
5/64”, 1/16” in diameter; and %” to 3” 
in length. 

World Trade Directory report being 
prepared. 

Japan—Marushin Trading Corp. (Ja- 
pan) (manufacturer, exporter), Koku- 
machi 2-chome, Higashi Ku, Osaka, 
wishes to export direct or will consider 
proposals for exclusive agency rights or 
regional agents for good-quality mild 
steel round and Trauss head machine 
screws of American Standard B-18.6, al? 
sizes on order. Plant capacity: 8 million 
units monthly. 

World Trade Directory report being 
prepared, 

Hardware: 

Japan—Sia Piac & Co. (Japan), (ex- 
porter), 11 Imabashi 2-chrome, Higashi 
ku, Osaka, wishes to export direct 20 
tons bimonthly of high-quality metal- 
ware of bolts, nuts, screws, fasteners, 
pins, washers, etc.; 100-piece lots, 50 
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OEEC Lists European 
Associations 


Guide de l’Acheteur de Biens 
d’Equipment en Europe—-Buyer’s 
Guide to European Machinery— 
published by the Organization for 
European Economic Cooperation 
in Paris, lists associations of man- 
ufacturers of engineering equip- 
ment in OEEC-member countries, 
based on information supplied by 
the governments concerned. 

This bilingual—French and Eng- 
lish—guide for purchasers of Euro- 
pean machinery is in two sections. 
Section I lists each category of 
equipment classified according to 
the OEEC nomenclature. Section 
II shows the associations classified 
according to countries. 

This 46-page guide may be pur- 
chased from the OEEC Publica- 
tions Office, 200 P Street NW., 
Washington 6, D. C., for 50 cents 
a copy. 











tons bimonthly of high-quality malle- 
able iron pipe fittings of American 
standard thread; and 20 tons bimonthly 
of high-quality builders’ hardware, in- 
culding hinges, safety hasps, casements 
adjusters, barrel bolts, spring. hinges, 
etc. Illustrated leaflets for builders’ 


“hardware available.* 


World Trade Directory report being 
prepared, 
Household Appliances: 


Germany — Patentverwertung Adolf 
Gerlach (manufacturer also of cam- 
eras), 2-4 Erichstrasse, Wuppertal-Bar- 
men, wishes to export direct or through 
agent large quantities of frictional 
electrically operated carpet brushes. 
Illustrated leaflets in German and 
English available.* 

Lamps and. Accessories: 

Germany—Ernst Plange KG. (manu- 
facturer, exporter), 6 Hansa-Allee, 
Iserlohn, wishes to export direct or 
through agent large quantities of lamps, 
light fixtures, and accessories. Illus- 
trated catalog with price list available.* 

Leather Weltings: 

Morocco—Tanneries Delecluse, 13 rue 
Eugene Barathon, Casablanca, wishes 
to export through agents on commission 
basis high-quality leather weltings for 
the shoe trade. Sample available.* 

Lumber: 

Brazil—Fioravante Paese & Filhos, 
Ltda. (processor, wholesaler, exporter), 
346 Rua Sao Pedro, Porto Alegre, Rio 
Grande do Sul, wishes to export direct 
first- and second-grade Parana pine 
lumber, sawn and dressed. 

Machinery: 

Sweden—Corin & Linder AB (export 
merchant, wholesaler of machine tools, 
plateworking and woodworking machin- 


ery), O. Hamngatan 10, Goteborg ¢C,. 


wishes to export direct or through agent 
high-quality Swedish manufacture ped- 
estal drilling machines with enclosed 
gear box and motor in 4 models: 1,” 
capacity machines, 6 spindle-speeds, 
with or without power feed; 1” capacity 
machines, 4 or 8 spindle-speeds (8 speed 
machines with two optional speed 
ranges), Prices available from firm on 
request in U. S. dollars f.o.b., c. and f., 
or c.i.f., also f.o.b. with cost of packing 
specified. Descriptive leaflets available,* 

Measuring Instruments: 

Japan—Takemoto Electrical Measur- 
ing Instrument Co., Ltd. (manufac- 
turer), 19 Tagawadori 6-chome, Higas- 
hiyodogawa Ku, Osaka, wishes to export 
direct electrical measuring instruments, 
Catalog available.* 

World Trade Directory report being 
prepared, 

Notions: 


Germany—Carl Leruth & Cie. (manu-— 


facturer, exporter), 9 Soerser Weg, 
Aachen, wishes to export direct or 
through agent large quantities of high- 
quality steel needles for sewing ma- 
chines and handwork. Descriptive 
leaflet available.* 

Plumbing Supplies: 

Germany—M. Kutsch, Metallwaren- 
fabrik (manufacturer, exporter), Turm- 
strasse, Attendorn i. W., wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent accessories 
for sanitary fittings, stamped and 
drawn. Also made to order, Illustrated 
leaflet available.* 

Textiles: 

Belgium—tTissage G. Van Damme 
S.P.R.L. (manufacturer, wholesaler), 31 
rue Chanoine Puissant, Renaix, wishes 
to export direct or through agent silk 
damask fabrics for priests’ robes. . 

Current World Trade Directory re- 
port being prepared. 

Wood Carvings: 

Germany—Alfred Oskar Zwink (man- 
ufacturer, exporter), 16 Kleppergasse, 
Oberammergau, wishes to export direct, 
excluding New York and Boston, wood 
carvings of religious and nonreligious 
subjects, and various types of artistic 
woodwork typical of Oberammergau 
district. 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Asphalt Tile: ; 

Thailand—The Architects & Engi- 
neers Co., Ltd. (building construction 
and designing), 712 Petchaburi Road, 
Bangkok, wishes to purchase direct and 
seeks agency for asphalt tile, 

Building Materials: 

Thailand—The Architects & Engi- 
neers Co., Ltd. (building construction 
and designing), 712 Petchaburi Road, 
Bangkok, wishes to purchase direct and 
seeks agency for hardboard partition 
material. 

Chemicals: 

Germany—Theo Derendorf, Kreidefa- 
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brik (manufacturer and exporter of 
chalk; importer of oxyethyl methylcel- 
julose), 15 Duesselkaempchen, Duessel- 
dorf, wishes to purchase direct oxyethyl 
methylcellulose (oxyaethy!), finely gran- 
ulated, to be used as a water solvent 
adhesive. 

Drugs: 

France—Laboratoires Biochimiques 
de l'Est (wholesaler, manufacturer, ex- 
porter of pharmaceutical and veterinary 
products), 6, rue Siblot, Lure (Haute- 
Saone), wishes to purchase direct and 
obtain agency for antibiotics for veteri- 
nary uses, including oxytetracycline 
and tyfomycin, 

Fuel Oil: 

Germany—F. Wilhelm Beckmann 
(importer, wholesaler of fuel oil), 7 c 
Sandbachstrasse, Osnabrueck, wishes to 
purchase direct from U. S. refineries, 
preferably in the Gulf Coast area, 
10,000 to 20,000 tons of C-grade fuel oil, 
and heavy heating oil with low sulfur 
content (below 1%). 

Hardware: 

Thailand—The Architects & Engi- 
neers Co., Ltd, (building construction 
and designing), 712 Petchaburi Road, 
Bangkok, wishes to purchase direct and 
obtain agency for door locks, a type 
which can be used with both master 
key and individual key. 

Lighting Fixtures: 

Thailand—The Architects & Engi- 
neers Co., Ltd. (building construction 
and designing), 712 Petchaburi Road, 
Bangkok, wishes to purchase direct and 
obtain agency for lighting fixtures. 

Paper: 

Germany—Manzinger Papierwarenfa- 
brik OHG. (manufacturer of paper 
goods, paper bags), 7 Manzingerstrasse, 
Munich-Pasing, wishes to purchase di- 
rect unbleached greaseproof paper in 
sheets and rolis, and unbleached white 
sulfite paper in rolls. 

Rubber: 

Germany—W. Biesterfeld & Co. (im- 





investment in 
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Nyasaland 


basic information for 
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$1.75 


From U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices, or from the 
Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. 
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porting distributor), 41 Ferdinandstras- 
se, Hamburg, wishes to purchase direct 
buna synthetic rubber in 250- to 500- 
ton lots, 


Sanitary Fixtures: 


Thailand—The Architects & Engi- 
neers Co., Ltd. (building construction 
and designing), 712 Petchaburi Road, 
Bangkok, wishes to purchase direct and 
obtain agency for sanitary fixtures, in- 
cluding washbasins and urinals, 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Agricultural Equipment: 

Union of South Africa—Arcona (Pty.), 
Ltd. (indent and export agent), 609/613 
Alexandra House, 75 Strand St., P. O. 
Box 2696, Cape Town, seeks agency for 
agricultural equipment, including en- 
gines and pumps. 

Chemicals: 

Union of South Africa—Jacobson van 
den Berg (S.A.) (Pty.), Ltd. (importer, 
wholesaler, exporter, agent), 92 Nugget 
St.,, P. O. 3577, Johannesburg, seeks 
agency for mining chemicals, as well as 
heavy and light chemicals for industry. 

Feedstuffs: 

Cuba—Thomas D. Crews (exporter of 
fruits and vegetables; commission mer- 
chant, agent for provisions, feeds, 
grains, foodstuffs, and related products), 
P. O. Box 1923, Havana, seeks agency 
from large milling company which will 
export soy bean meal for cattle feed, 
packed in bags of 100 lbs. 

Foodstuffs: 

Cuba—Thomas D. Crews (exporter of 
fruits and vegetables; commission mer- 
chant, agent for provisions, feeds, 
grains, foodstuffs, and related products), 
P. O. Box 1923, Havana, seeks agency 
from U. S. firm which will freeze and 
pack turkeys for shipment, 

Iron and Steel: 

Union of South Africa—Jacobson van 
den Berg (S.A.) (Pty.), Ltd. (importer, 
wholesaler, exporter, agent), 92 Nugget 
St., P. O. Box 3577, Johannesburg, is 
interested in mill agencies for alumi- 
num, as well as iron and steel. 

Kieselguhr: 

England—Chas. H. Windschuegl, Ltd. 
(importer, exporter, agent), 1 Leaden- 
hall St., London, E.C. 3, wishes to obtain 
agency for kieselguhr, filtration grade. 

Lumber Products: 

Union of South Africa—Jacobson van 
den Berg (S.A.) (Pty.), Ltd. (importer, 
wholesaler, exporter, agent), 92 Nugget 
St., P. O. 3577, Johannesburg, seeks 
direct agency with saw mills, or first- 
class exporters of pitch pine, Douglas 
fir and hemlock, plywood and veneers, 
and railway sleepers (ties). 

Mining Machinery: 

Union of South Africa—Jacobson van 
den Berg (S.A.) (Pty.), Ltd. (importer, 





wholesaler, exporter, agent), 92 Nugget 
St. P. O. 3577, Johannesburg, seeks 


agency for mining machinery. 


WORLD TRADE LEADS 


Tools: ' 

Denmark—C,. K. Hornsleth & Nissen 
(manufacturer’s agent), 10 Kongens 
Tvaervej, Copenhagen, seeks agency for 
small tools, hand tools, electric portable 
tools, and small machinery, 

Waxes: 

England—Chas. H. Windschuegl, Ltd. 
(importer, exporter, agent), 1 Leaden- 
hall St., London E.C. 3, seeks age 
for microcrystalline waxes, : 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence 
Division has published the follow- 
ing new trade lists of which mim- 
eographed copies may be obtained 
by firms domiciled in the United 
States from this Division agd from 
Department of Commerce Field 


oO s. The price is $2 @ list for. 
each count 


Most of ‘Grebe lists are prefaced 
by a brief review of c trade x 
and industry data collected in 
making the compilations. 


Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration 
Equipment Importers and Dealers — 
Jamaica. June 1956. 

Aircraft and Aeronautical Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—India. June 
1956. . 

Chemical Importers and Dealers— 
Burma. June 1956. 

Electrical Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—British Guiana, 
June 1956. ; 

Feedstuff Importers, Dealers, and 
Manufacturers—Costa Rica. May 1956. 

Fertilizer Manufacturers and Export- 
ers—Switzerland. June 1956. 

Machinery Importers and Distributors 
—Trinidad, B.W.I. June 1956. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation Im- 
porters and Dealers—Spain. May 1956. 

Paper and Stationery Importers and 
Dealers—Cuba. June 1956. 

Paper and Stationery Importers and 
Dealers—Mozambique. June 1956, 

Pulp and Paper Mills—Austria. June 
1956 


Radio and Radio Equipment Import- 
ers and Dealers—Tunisia. May 1956. 

Tobacco and Tobacco Product Import- 
ers, Dealers, and Manufacturers—Iraq. 
May 1956. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Germany—Max Neumann, represent- 
ing self (wholesaler and retailer of eggs, 
poultry, and game), 75 Neue Mainzer- 
strasse, Frankfurt am Main, is inter- 
ested in studying poultry farming in the 
United States, including. methods of 
breeding, marketing, and exporting. 
Was scheduled to arrive June 18, via 
San Francisco, for a 3-week visit. U. & 
address: c/o Karl Brandt, Box 66, Palo 
Alto, Calif. Itinerary: San Francisco, 


(Continued on page 22) 
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UTILITIES AND SERVICES 





Construction Begun on 
Italian Superhighway 


Work has begun on _ Italy’s long- 
distance superhighway which is to link 
Milan and Naples, passing through 
Bologna, Florence, and Rome” and re- 
ducing the route by 112 kilometers. 


The highway, which will be a major 
piece of engineering demanding the ut- 
most in technical skills and ability, is 
expected to be completed by 1964 at an 
estimated cost of 184.6 billion lire (625 
lire = US$1). 

The highway will have a total width 
of 24 meters and will be divided in two 
lanes of 7.5 theters each separated by a 
3-meter antiblinding hedge down the 
middle. Bordering each side of the road 
will be a paved 2.5-meter pathway for 
cycle traffic and emergency parking. 
Generally, the curves will not be less 
than 700 meters and the average in- 
cline grade will not exceed 3 percent. 

At three points in the mountains the 
curves will be reduced to 250 meters 
and maximum grade increased to 3.75 
percent. There will be 63 tunnels to a 
total length of 11.3 kilometers, and large 
bridges will span the Po, Taro, Parma, 
Reno, Arno, Tiber, Garigliano, and Vol- 
turno Rivers. The Apennine Mountains 
will be crossed at the Citerna Pass at 
an altitude of 726 meters, which is 250 
meters lower than the present road. 

Authorized speeds for vehicles will 
range from not less than 100 kilometers 
an hour to as high as 160 kilometers 
depending on the section. 

The Italian Government will pay 36 
percent of construction costs, and the 
remainder of the money is to come 
from private capital. Repayment of 
building and operating costs is to be 
acquired by tolls to be fixed at a later 
date.—U. S. Emb., Rome. 





Mozambique-Rhodesia Line 
To Have Passenger Trains 


International passenger service is ex- 
pected to be inaugurated on the new 
railroad from Lourenco Marques, Moz- 
ambique, to Rhodesia toward the end 
of July. 

The first passenger trains are to have 
dining cars provided by Rhodesian Rail- 
WwaysS-and are expected to make the 
journey of about 400 miles in 26 to 28 
hours. 

Freight traffic was inaugurated on the 
road on August 1 of last year, but pas- 
senger service has been limited to the 
addition of passenger coaches to the 
freight trains three times a week. As no 
similar service was begun on the Rho- 
desian side, international passenger 
service awaited equipment, roadbed im- 
provement, and development of demand. 
—U. S. Cons. Gen., Lourenco Marques. 


Waterways in Eastern 


England To Be Rebuilt 


The sum of £216,500 will be spent on 
further improvements and expansion of 
waterways in Eastern England, British 
Transport Waterways Division has an- 
nounced. 

On the Sheffield and South Yorkshire 
Navigation, which connects Sheffield, 
Rotherham, and Doncaster with the 
Humber ports, the single-chamber lock 
at Long Sandall, now 70 feet long and 
18 feet 10% inches wide, is to be re- 
built as a double-chamber lock 22 feet 
wide with an overall length of 215 feet. 
The new lock will accommodate craft 
carrying up to 250 long tons instead of 
the present limit of 9 long tons, and thus 
will remove the serious bottleneck be- 
tween Goole and Hexthorpe. The work 
will cost £105,000. 

On the Aire and Calder Navigation 
the fleet of steel-compartment vessels 
which carry coal in tug-hauled “trains” 
from Yorkshire collieries to Goole docks 
is to be augmented by 50 new compart- 
ments at a cost of £86,500. This addition 
will enable British Transport Water- 
ways to deal with traffic which has 
increased from 396,000 tons in 1948 to 
680,000 tons in 1955.—U. S. Emb., 
London. 


New Switch Helps Expand 
Phone Service in Germany 


Development of a multiplexing 
switch, one model for two-party service 
and another for multiparty service, has 
aided the Bundespost in expanding tele- 
phone service in Western Germany. 

These switches differ from other mod- 
els by the use of a newly developed re- 
sidual relay. The line multiplexing 
switch, to which up to 16 subscribers 
can be connected, permits simultaneous 
establishment of three calls and also 
calls between subscribers connected to 
the same line multiplexing switch. 

The Bundespost has encouraged the 
use of two-party and multiparty tele- 
phone services by réducing their basic 
monthly rates while increasing rates on 
almost all other telephone communica- 
tions. 

Telephone subscribers in Western 
Germany increase at the rate of 8 to 
10 percent a year. As approximately 
65,000 applicants are waiting for tele- 
phone service, the increase would be 
much higher if the Bundespost had the 
financial capital to make necessary in- 
vestments in facilities required for fill- 
ing applications.—U. S. Emb., Bonn. 





Argentina’s cottonseed available for 
crushing this season now is expected to 
be 220,000 short tons, down from an 
earlier estimate of 242,500 tons, the For- 
eign Agricultural Service reports. 








Cuba Begins To Issue 
Travelers’ Checks 


Cuba has begun to issue its 
own travelers’ checks, payable in 
U. S. dollars, through its foreign 
correspondents, listed on _ the 
reverse of the checks, the Na- 
tional Bank has announced. 


In form and range of denomina- 
tions, the checks are similar to 
those employed by American enti- 
ties. 

It is understood the new trav- 
elers’ checks will be sold through 
local private banks and that pro- 
vision will be made for refund of 
the 2-percent exchange, or capital 
export, tax on checks returned 
unused. 











Maracaibo Channel 
Opened fo Traffic 


The eastern part of the outer channel 
through Maracaibo Bar, Venezuela, has 
been opened, and the breakwater which 
protects the channel has been com- 
pleted, the National Canalization Insti- 
tute has announced. 


Work is being continued on the west- 
ern part of the outer channel, of which 
3% kilometers remain to be dredged. 

Oceangoing vessels of up to 18,000 
tons can now traverse the new channel, 
and when the project is completed in 3 
months vessels of up to 28,000 tons may 
be accommodated. 

Daily tests of the outer channel have 
been carried out by ships of 31-foot 
draft. 

The entire project is in three parts. 
The inner ehannel, traversing Tablazo 
Bay at the mouth of Maracaibo Bay, 
is about 22% kilometers long and 600 
feet wide at the bottom and has a 
minimum depth of 35 feet. When com- 
pleted the outer channel will be about 
12% kilometers long, 1,000 feet wide at 
the bottom, and with a minimum depth 
of 36 feet. 

The third part of the project is the 
breakwater extending from the north 
shore of Zapara Island 3,250 meters 
northward parallel to and 1 kilometer 
east of the outer channel, which it 
protects from sands carried from the 
east coast by coastal currents. Made of 
loose rock, it is 7 meters wide at the 
top, and extends 3 meters above the 
mean low-water level. A white marking 
light will be placed upon the northern 
terminus to mark its position. 

Tolls will be charged at the rate of 
0.10 bolivar a barrel for petroleum and 
at 0.70 bolivar a ton for general mer- 
chandise transported through the chan- 
nel.—U. S. Emb., Caracas. 
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WORLD TRADE PUBLICATIONS 





WORLD TRADE 
INFORMATION 








SERVICE 


Listed below are the latest reports 
published by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce in its World Trade Informa- 
tion Service. 

WTIS repogts, presented in an. im- 
proved format and printed in easy-to- 
read type, are arranged in four conven- 
ient “packages” : 

Part 1, Economic Reports ($6 a year; 
$8.50 if mailed abroad); Part 2, Opera- 
tions Reports ($6 a year; $8.50 if mailed 
abroad); Part 3, Statistical Reports ($6 
a year; $7.50 if mailed abroad); Part 4, 
Utilities Abroad ($3 a year; $4 if mailed 
abroad). 

Subscriptions for the World Trade In- 
formation Service may be placed with 
U. S. Department of Commerce Field 
Offices or with the Superintendent of 
Documents, U. S. Government Printing 
Office, Washington 25, D. C. Remit- 
tances payable to the Superintendent 
of Documents should accompany sub- 
scriptions. 

Copies of individual reports also may 
be purchased from the Department’s 
Field Offices or the Superintendent of 
Documents. 

The new WTIS reports are the fol- 
lowing: 





Economic Reports 


Economic Developments in Uruguay, 
1955. WTIS, Part 1, No. 56-43. 6 pp. 10 
cents. 

Economics Developments in Mozam- 
bique, 1955. WTIS, Part 1, No. 56-47. 8 
pp. 10 cents. 

Economic Developments in Tangier, 
1955. WTIS, Part 1, No. 56-48. 4 pp. 
10 cents. 

Establishing a Business 
WTIS, Part 1, No. 56-49. 
cents, 

Economic Developments in Union of 
South Africa, 1955. WTIS, Part 1, 
No. 56-50. 7 pp. 10 cents. 


Operations Reports 


Pharmaceutical Regulations of Ceylon. 
WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-50. 4 pp. 10 cents. 

Import Tariff System of Malaya. 
WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-52. 2 pp. 10 
cents. 

Marking and Labeling Requirements 
of Federal Republic of Germany. WTIS, 
Part 2, No. 56-53. 2 pp. 10 cents. 

Licensing and Exchange Controls — 
Denmark. WTIS, Part .2, No. 56-54. 
8 pp. 10 cents. 

Import Tariff System of Indonesia. 
WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-55. 2 pp. 10 
cents, 


in Peru. 
13 pp. 10 
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New BFC Survey Highlights U. S. Share 


In Growing International Travel Business 


Average expenditures of U. S. travel- 
ers abroad, their state of origin, and 
when, why, and where they go are 
shown in a new survey of international 
travel just released by the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce. 

Prepared by BFC’s International 
Travel Division, “Survey of Interna- 
tional Travel” is the first comprehen- 
sive study on this subject to be issued 
by the U. S. Government since 1939. 

In the foreword of the study, BFC 
Director Loring K. Macy states that the 
purpose of the booklet is to assemble 
in a convenient form, some basic facts 
and figures about the United States’ 
share in the growing business of inter- 
national travel. “It should indicate the 
importance of this industry and, more 
specifically, should serve all American 
enterprises interested in foreign travel, 
including the transportation lines, travel 
agents, magazines, newspapers, trade 
associations, and the travelers them- 
selves.” 


Expenditures Large 


The survey estimates that some $2 
billion was spent on international trav- 
el in 1955—over $1.5 billion by U. S. 
residents traveling abroad, and the 
balance by foreign visitors to the United 
States. A major source of dollar ex- 
change for foreign countries, travel 
expenditures of U. S. residents rose to 
$1.3 billion in 1954 and accounted for 
7 percent of total foreign-dollar receipts 
through the sale of goods and services 
to the United States. For Europe alone, 
expenditures by U. S. residents amount- 
ed to $520 million and accounted for 
over 10 percent of dollar earnings from 
the United States. 

From 1948 through 1955, U. S. resi- 
dents spent over $9 billion on foreign 
travel. Out of this total, U. S. and 
foreign flag carriers received approxi- 
mately $1.2 billion each, with the re- 
maining $6.6 billion spent in foreign 
countries. 


According to the study, over 80 per- 
cent of U. S. travelers go abroad for 
pleasure and family visits, with the 
rest mostly traveling for business, pro- 
fessional, or educational reasons. 


Proportionately more American trav- 
elers to Europe in 1954 came from the 
Middle West and Western States than 
in 1952, the survey reveals. About half 
of all the travelers to Europe in both 
years resided in New York, New Jersey, 
Connecticut or Pennsylvania. “As in 
1952, the states having the highest pro- 
portion of foreign-born residents pro- 
vided the majority of European 
travelers. 


The survey includes some 50 tables 


and 6 charts tracing the pattern and _ 
expenditures for travel since the main- 
tenance of such statistics was first 
begun by the U. S. Government. It may 
be obtained from the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. S. Government Print- 
ing Office, Washington 25, D. C. or 
from any of the Department’s Field 
Offices at 35 cents a copy. 


Cuban Business .. . 

(Continued from page 6) 
apparent increase of more than 5 per- 
cent over the original budget for 1955- 


56, but the major part of this increase 
reflects the inclusion of costs which have 
been met through supplementary appro- 
priations. The modest real increases are 
intended primarily for maintenance of 
new public buildings and hospitals; ad- 
ditional research and development in 
agriculture, fishing, and natural re- 
sources; better postal and aviation con- 
trol services; and more rural roads. 
Negotiations between the United 
States and Cuba for a convention aimed 
at reducing double taxation were re- 
sumed in Havana, and significant prog- 
ress was made toward agreement on 
@ mutually advantageous convention, 
which could be of considerable impor- 
tance in promoting the flow of additional 
private investment from the United 
States to Cuba.—U. S. Emb., Havana. 








Europe Supply Sources 
Listed in Guide 


A guide to sources of supply 
for European products, Made in 
Europe, Mid-1956 Buyers’ Guide, 
lists names and addresses of man- 
ufacturers and their representa- 
tives and distributors in the Unit- 
ed States, Canada, and Mexico 
alphabetically according to prod- 
ucts, 

Additional sections list trade 
fair offices, transportation lines, 
and banks; and trade promotion 
agencies on both sides of the 
Atlantic. 

A Distributors Wanted section 
gives the names and addresses of 
firms seeking North American 
sales representatives, and a new 
feature of the guide describes and 
illustrates new products available 
in all lines, 

The 230-page guide may be ob- 
tained from H. E. Reisner Publica- 
tions, 123 Zeil, Frankfurt am Main, 
West Germany, for $3. 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 


New York City To Hold Its First 
U. S. World Trade Fair in April 


New York City, for the first time in its history, will hold a large 
world trade fair similar to the historic European exhibitions of Paris, 


Milan, and Brussels. 


Known as the United States World Trade Fair, it will be held in the 
new Coliseum, April 14-27, 1957, and an initial group of 23 nations is 


set for participation. 


Among the participating nations are 
Austria, Brazil, Ceylon, Denmark, Fin- 
land, France, West Germany, Great 
Britain, Greece, India, Ireland, Israel, 
Italy, Japan, Korea, Lebanon, Nether- 
lands, Norway, Pakistan, Sweden, 
Turkey, Venezuela, and Yugoslavia. 
West Berlin, although not a nation, 
wiil share equal status with the other 
countries and is the 24th participant. 


Invitations have been sent to 71 na- 
tions. 

The U. S. World Trade Fair, al- 
though privately organized, is supported 
by the New York State and City Com- 
merce Departments with the cooperation 
of the U. S. Department of Commerce. 
Member countries of the Organization 
for European Economie Cooperation 
(OEEC) have appointed a liaison com- 
mittee composed of representatives of 
Belgium, Denmark, France, West Ger- 
many, Ireland, Italy, the Netherlands, 
Turkey, and the United Kingdom, 


Million Visitors Expected 


All four exhibition floors of the Coli- 
seum will be utilized for the fair. Busi- 
nessmen of foreign nations will have the 
opportunity to present their resources, 
manufacturing skills, engineering abili- 
ties, and their craftsmen’s talents in a 
common market place. 


The fair will not be open to the gen- 
eral public during trading sessions, but 
public attendance will be invited on 
specific days and hours to avoid inter- 
ference with buyers. The fair manage- 
ment expects 1 million visitors and an 
estimated 100,000 buyers to come to the 
fair during its 14-day course. 

Exhibits will be arranged by com- 
modity classifications, rather than by 
country of origin, in nine groups, as 
follows: 

Group 1: National pavilions, tourism, 
transportation, institutional exhibits, in- 
formation offices, and services. 

Group 2: Textiles, upholstery, fabrics, 
clothing, fashions, furs, footwear, haber- 
dashery, and clothing accessories. 

Group 3: Furniture, home furnishings 
and interior decoration, carpets and 
floor coverings, lamps and lighting fix- 
tures. 

Group 4: China, glassware, ceramics, 
leather goods, luggage and travel requi- 
sites, handicrafts, gifts and fancy goods, 
jewelry, gold and silverware, flatware, 
cutlery, clocks and watches, perfumery, 
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cosmetics and toilet articles, smokers’ 
requisites, works of art, and religious 
articles. 

Group 5: Hardware, housewares, home 
electrical appliances, sewing machines, 
lawn, garden and light agricultural 
equipment, sporting goods, camping 
equipment, sports marine equipment and 
boats, bicycles and motorcycles, binocu- 
lars, photographic and cinema equip- 
ment and accessories, toys, musical in- 
struments, radio and television equip- 
ment, and electro-acoustical equipment, 


Group 6: Foodstuffs, confections, bev- 
erages, and tobacco. 


Group 7: Office equipment, business 
machines, typewriters, stationery, print- 
ing materials, art materials, advertis- 
ing materials and specialties, books, and 
publications. 


Group 8: Building materials and sup- 
plies, mill and factory supplies, elec- 
tronic equipment, scientific instruments, 


precision tools, small power tools, 
plumbing, electrical equipment and 
motors, automotive accessories and 
parts. 


Group 9: Basic materials—steel, alum- 
inum, copper, brass, plastics, chemicals, 
rubber, and petroleum products. 

The U. S. World Trade Fair will be 
managed by the Charles Snitow Organi- 





Paris Jewelry Show Set 
For September 


The 20th Week 6f the High- 
Style Jewelry and Silverware Ex- 
position will be held September 
17-24 in the salons of the Grands 
Magasins Reaumur in Paris. 

This industry exposition, held 
under the auspices of the High- 
Style Jewelry and Silverware 
Trade Association, is open only 
to buyers. The exposition will in- 
clude displays by 260 French man- 
ufacturers, who will show their 
latest novelties. 

Inquiries should be addressed to 
the Chambre Syndicale de la 
Bijouterie de Fantaisie en Tous 
Genres, De L’Orfevrerie de Fan- 
taisie et des Industries qui s’y 
Rattachent, 10, rue Charlot, Paris 
(3e), France. 











zation, which has had wide experience 
in producing and managing both na- 
tional and international trade shows. 
General manager of the fair is Z. B. 
Hyde, former Chief of the Fairs and 
Exhibitions Section of the Department 
of Commerce. 

Headquarters for the U. S. fair are in 
suite 1103, 331 Madison Avenue, New 
York 17, N. Y. Branch offices have been 
set up to process space contracts, assist 
with transportation problems and de- 
tails, and handle the publicity and ad- 
vertising needs of exhibitors. 

The branch office for Europe and the 
Middle East is at 73 Champs Elyssees, 
Paris, France; for Great Britain, at Dud- 
ley House, Southhampton Street, Strand, 
London, W. C. 2, England. For Argentina, 
Brazil, Chile, Paraguay, and Uruguay, 
the branch office is at Rua Brasilio 
Machado 60, Sao Paulo, Brazil. 

Information on the U. S. World Trade 
Fair also is available at U. S. embassies 
and consulates in foreign countries. 

The fair management will provide a 
general information center, sales as- 
sistance, guard service, telephone serv- 
ice, hotel reservations, and catering 
service. 

The Coliseum has been set up as a 
bonded warehouse permitting all ex- 
hibition goods to enter the country duty- 
free. The goods may be sold for de- 
livery at the conclusion of the fair upon 
payment of duty. 

An official fair catalog will be pub- 
lished containing lists of exhibitors, 
products displayed, and other informa- 
tion useful to both exhibitors and buy- 
ers, as well as the general public. 

The general information center will 
handle questions concerning export 
regulations, imports, invoice -require- 
ments, certificates of origin, and other 
details. Information and assistance in 
cabling facilities, banking facilities, 
shorthand and typewriting, postal and 
telegraphic services, recreation and en- 
tertainment services, newspaper and 
trade magazine advice and press as- 
sistance also will be available. 





Business Tempo... 


(Continued from page 4) 
tablished. A prefabricated housing com- 
pany, Okal Colombiana, capitalized at 
15 million pesos and operated by Ger- 
man management, was constituted, The 
company planned to produce 600 houses 
a month beginning in June. By the end 
of the year a number of American com- 
panies, in collaboration with Colombian 
associates, are expected to begin the 
assembly of household appliances, ac- 
cording to press announcements. 

Petroleum production in March 
amounted to 3,634,000 barrels, bringing 
the total for the first quarter to 10,553,- 
000 barrels. The Texas Petroleum Co, 
has started explorations in a 10-million- 
hectare concession in the Department of 
Tolima, 
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COMMODITY NEWS 





Industry May Control 
Rhodesian Steel Plant 


The publicly owned and operated iron 
and steel industry in Southern Rhode- 
sia will be turned over to and further 
expanded by private enterprise if cur- 
rent negotiations between the Govern- 
ment and British private steel interests 
are finalized. 


Discussions have been in progress be- 
tween the Territorial Government of 
Southern Rhodesia, which owns the 
Rhodesian Iron and Steel Commission 
(RISCOM), the sole iron and steel pro- 
ducer in the Federation; and the Lan- 
cashire Steel Corp., Ltd., of the United 
Kingdom; Messina Development Co., 
Ltd., whose headquarters are in the 
Union of South Africa; and Colonial 
Development Corp. and Commonwealth 
Development Finance Co., Ltd. with 
financing bodies in the United Kingdom, 


The proposal calls for the establish- 
ment of a Rhodesian registered com- 
pany under the management of an es- 
tablished British steel manufacturer. 
The company, although controlled by 
private enterprise, presumably would be 
financed by both private and public cap- 
ital. 


The Government of Southern Rho- 
desia reportedly is prepared to invest 
in the new company its current assets 
in RISCOM in the form of low-interest 
securities. The new management would 
invest an additional £8 million to ex- 
pand existing iron and steel plant facili- 
ties at Que Que and Bulawayo in South- 
ern Rhodesia. Quadrupled production 
of finished steel at the rate of 200,000 
tons a year is foreseen, as well as the 
establishment of a wire-drawing plant 
at Bulawayo.—U. S. Cons. Gen., Salis- 
bury. 





Several New Industries 
Under Way in Venezuela 


Two new industries have been es- 
tablished in Venezula and others are 
planned or under way. 


® The automotive vehicle battery plant 
of an American manufacturer was inau- 
gurated in May. Capacity of the enter- 
prise is reported to be 300 units each 
T-hour shift. 

@ The first plant to manufacture tele- 
vision picture tubes has begun opera- 
tions with parts imported from the 
United States and expects eventually 
to reach an output of 100 tubes daily. 

@®Two companies have been formed 
to manufacture plate and flat glass, the 
first ventures in this field. One plant, 
all Venezuelan owned, is now under 
construction and may start production 
early next year. Its capacity is esti- 
mated at 10,000 metric tons annually. 
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The second such enterprise, all Ameri- 
can financed, is in the plarming stage 
with a projected capacity of 15,000 met- 
ric tons a year. 


@ An American cigarette manufactur- 
er has agreed to advance an additional 
$1.5 million of additional capital for 
the recently established Venezuelan 
cigarette plant. The American company 
will control manufacturing and market- 
ing of the firm, which is owned by 
Venezuelan tobacco growers. 


Frankfurt New West 
German Fur Capital 


Frankfurt in the West Germany has 
replaced Leipzig, in the Soviet Zone, 
as the German fur capital. 

Some 200 Leipzig fur houses have 
moved to the Federal Republic since 
1945, and about 150 have established 
in Frankfurt. About 50 percent of all 
the workers employed by these fur 
firms have emigrated from Leipzig to 
West Germany. 





For hundreds of years the term 
“Bruhl” has been synonymous with 
German fur in international trade. 
Many of the same firms which sat on 
the Bruhl in Leipzig now have their 
headquarters on the “New Bruhl” in~ 
Frankfurt. 


For most of the firms, the move from 
Leipzig to Frankfurt has meant a new 
beginning. New stocks, new equipment, 
and new industrial buildings and hous- 
ing for refugee workers had to be found 
or created. These people had only the 
money or furs that they could carry 
across the border. Fur stocks, however, 
already had been depleted by Govern- 
ment wartime requisitioning, and the 
German mark was seriously inflated. 


This “refugee” industry had invested 
approximately 20 million to 30 million 
marks, or US$5 million-7 million, in the 
Frankfurt area for factories, ware- 
houses, equipment, and family housing 
by the end of 1953—a significant contri- 
bution to West German economic re- 
covery. Additional investments have 
been made in the past 3 years largely 
by the industry and to a lesser extent 
through public financing, 





W. German Registration 
Of Radio Receivers Up 


The number of licensed radio receivers 
in Western Germany rose from 12.8 
million in 1954 to 13,247,000 in 1955. 


This upward trend is expected to 
continue imasmuch as the estimated 
average density of 75 receivers per 100 
households has not yet been reached in 
some parts of the Federal Republic.— 
U. S. Emb., Bonn. 


Italy Begins Production 
Of Wide-Screen Films 


The Italian motion-picture industry 
undertook large-scale production of spe- 
cial wide-screen films for the first time 
in 1955, and 30 percent of the 140 fea- 
ture films produced' in the year were of 
the new type. 


Production expenditures in 1955 for 
the wide-screen feature films, which are 
more expensive to produce, totaled 24 
billion lire, about the same amount 
spent in 1954 even though fewer feature 
films were produced. ™ 

The number of motion-picture thea- 
ters in operation in Italy, up 33 percent 
since 1950, now totals 10,500. 

Gross motion-picture receipts rose to 
about 110 billion lire in 1955 from 105,- 
172,000,000 in 1954, and 94,501,000,000 
in 1953. Taxation on the 1955 receipts 
yielded 40 billion lire and amounted to 
35 billion lire in 1954. Approximately 6 
billion lire were returned to the indus- 
try in subsidies. 

Italian films accounted for about 36 
percent of gross theater receipts in 
1954, but 1955 operations are expected 
to show a higher percentage. Italian 
film trade, highly seasonal, is greater 
from September to March. Prepara- 
tion of imported films for exhibition— 
dubbing and printing—requires about 
6 weeks. 

A clause in the U. S.-Italian film 
agreement, concluded at the end of 
1955, provides that 70 percent of films 
to be shown each year will receive im- 
port licenses by December 31 of the 
preceding year, and that the remaining 
30 percent will be issued licenses by 
May. In the 1954-55 peak season U. S. 
films accounted for about 59 percent of 
receipts for first-run films, while in the © 
1955-56 season this figure increased to 
almost 65 percent. 

Proceeds from Italian film exports in 
1954 were estimated at 6 billion lire, 
but rose to 7.5 billion lire in 1955. Ital- 
ian film exports in 1954 totaled 2,139, 
of which 43 were sent to the United 
States. In the first half of 1955, the 
United States received 29 of the 1,116 
film exports.. Principal export markets 
include Malta, Lebanon, Portugal, Syria, 
Switzerland, Israel, Egypt, Turkey, 
Greece, France, West Germany, and 
Latin America. 





U. S. exports of meat to the Philip- 
pines have increased steadily in the past 
3 years, the Foreign Agricultural Serv- 
ice reports. 

Exports of meat products from the 
United States in 1955 totaled 8.6 million 
pounds, product weight, including 3.4 
million pounds of canned sausage, 3.1 
million of canned beef, and 1.2 million 
of other canned meat products. 
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Ecuador Sees... 
(Continued from page 7) 


to accept in general only the largest 
and best stems. 


Some coffee was shipped, and larger 
amounts were expected to move in June, 
July, and August. 

Rice exports in the first 4 months of 
1956 exeeeded exports for the like pe- 
riod of 1955 by 71.5 percent in quantity. 
A price increase this year, however, 
raised the value to slightly more than 
double that for the 1955 period. 

The National Planning Board an- 
nounced that in the period April 1, 1955 
—May 31, 1956, it had approved and 
sent to the Ministry of Economy 29 ap- 
plications for industrial development 
agreements. Total value of the proposed 
investments approved was 188 million 
sucres, including approximately 155 mil- 
lion sucres in Guayaquil. Only a few of 
the agreements have been signed so far 
by the Minister. 

Interest in the fish processing indus- 
try was evidenced by the visit of repre- 
sentatives of American investors who 
plan to build a tuna cannery, and by the 
consideration reportedly being given by 
the owner of Ecuador’s largest flour 
mill to the establishment of a fish proc- 
essing plant at Guayaquil. The same 
mill owner is said to be also interested 
in going into poultry and cattle feeds 
production on a large scale. Recent im- 
provements in the quality and quantity 
of Ecuadoran corn as an ingredient in 
feeds are said to-make this field a 
promising one. 

A contract has been let for the con- 
struction in Quito of a pasteurization 
plant with a 50,000-liter daily capacity. 
Some of the machinery for the plant, 
donated by UNICEF, has been there 
for 3 years. The municipality of Quito 
will own the controlling interest in the 
plant, scheduled for completion in No- 
vember. 

New Power Planned 

R. J. Tipton Associated Engineers, 
Inc., of Denver, was awarded the con- 
tract for supervising the installation of 
new hydroelectric facilities at Cunu- 
cyacu near Quito under a $5-million In- 
ternational Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (IBRD) loan. A contract 
was signed with an Ecuadoran firm for 
the construction of a 2,000-kilowatt 
hydroelectric plant at Machachi. This 
plant, to be completed by August 1957, 
will relieve the Quito power shortage 
pending completion of the Cunucyacu 
facilities. 

The Ecuadoran Government and the 
International Cooperation Administra- 
tion (ICA) on May 17 signed an agree- 
ment on the use of the P.L. 480 loan 
funds, making the expenditure of the 
local currency funds generated by sales 
of P.L. 480 commodities and loaned to 
Ecuador for economic development pur- 
poses subject to ICA approval. Actual 
expenditures from these funds, for eco- 
nomie rehabilitation and development 
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work in Azuay and Canar and for other 
development projects, was expected to 
begin in June. 

An allocation of 4.5 million sucres of 
the P.L. 480 economic development loan 
funds has been made for the installation 
of an additional generator and the com- 
pletion of the distribution system for 
the Miraflores electric plant at Cuenca. 
—U. S. Emb., Quito. 


World Trade... 
(Continued from page 17) 
Los Angeles, St. Louis, Chicago, Wash- 
ington, and New York. y 
World Trade Directory report being 
prepared. 





Mexico—Ramon Miron Lubetzky, rep- 
resenting Union Mexicana de Cronistas 
de Teatro (Mexican Union of Theatrical 
and Musical Critics), Londres 182-301, 
Mexico, D.F., is interested in visiting 
motion-picture studios and production 
facilities, and obtaining information 
regarding modern motion-picture pro- 
duction methods. Was scheduled to 
arrive June 18, via El Paso, for a 3-week 
visit. U.S. address not given. Itinerary: 
Los Angeles and San Francisco. 

New Zealand—tTrevor M. Williamson, 
representing Overseas Department, 
Australia and New Zealand Bank, Ltd., 
Lambton Quay and Featherston St., 
Wellington, is interested in banking, and 
import and export trade. Was scheduled 
to arrive June 21, via Los Angeles, for 
a 2-month visit. 

U.S. address: c/o J. R. Kenny, Man- 
ager, Brown Bros., Harriman & Co., 
59 Wall St., New York 5, N.Y.; and 
Gustav Riedlin, Vice President, Foreign 
Department, California Bank, 629 
Spring St., Los Angeles 54, Calif. Itiner- 
ary: Los Angeles, New York, Boston, 
Philadelphia, Pitts burgh, Cleveland, 
Atlanta, New Orleans, Houston, Dallas, 
Mexico City, Seattle, Portland, and San 
Francisco. 

Syria—Muhamed Ali Sukkar, and 
Towfiq Koussa, representing Cotton and 
Oils Corp., P.O. Box No. 654, Aleppo, 
are interested in the purchase of sugar- 
refinery é¢quipment, capacity 60 to 100 
metric tons of refined sugar per 24 
hours; and wish technical information 
regarding selection of sugar-refining 
equipment and plant drawings. Sched- 
uled to arrive July 6, via New York, 
for a 2-month visit. U.S. address: c/o 
Syrian Consulate General, 515 Park 
Ave., New York, N.Y. Itinerary: Un- 
determined. 

Union of South Africa—Graham Pack- 
er, representing Graham Packer (Pty.), 
Ltd., Port Elizabeth, is interested in 
general suppliers for the footwear in- 
dustry, and upper leathers. Scheduled to 
arrive during July, via New York, for 
a 3-week visit. U.S. address: c/o Allen’s 
Manufacturing Co., Inc., 101 Sabin St., 
Providence 3, -R. I. Itinerary: New 
York, Boston, and Providence, 


U. S. Plants... 

(Continued from page 11) 
technical labor, particularly in the engi- 
neering trade, and were forced either to 
pirate from older local firms or to import 
technically trained men from Great 
Britain. Once a nucleus of technicians 
was formed in each plant those men 
tramed the unskilled. 

Although productivity in Northern 
Ireland in general was found to be 
lower than in the United States, labor 
costs were considerably lower. 

About 90 percent of two of the firms’ 
labor force belong to trade unions. 
Labor difficulties have been minimal, 
except over the question of parity of 
wages with Great Britain. In the other 


two firms only a small proportion of the - 


employees are union members. The uni- 
versal payment of better wages, varying 
from slightly above the union scale to 
considerably above the average salary 
earned elsewhere in Northern Ireland, 
has been the prime factor in the good 
labor relations achieved .so far. 

Labor turnover is low and consider- 
ably below the average for all the 
United Kingdom. Last year one firm re- 
ported that its turnover was only 7% 
percent; a second company had a 17-per- 
cent turnover; and a third considered 
its turnover to be average. Absenteeism 
likewise was low. 


Profitable Operation Seen 


Inasmuch as-none of the four Ameri- 
can subsidiaries was set up in Northern 
Ireland before 1952, except one firm, 
established in 1947, not enough time has 
elapsed to permit a financial evaluation 
of the profitability of the ventures. 
Nevertheless, sufficient indications are 
present to show confidence in their 
future. 

One firm began with an original floor 
space of 75,000 square feet, has made 
two extensions, and is presently expand- 
ing for the third time, bringing its floor 
space to 120,000 square feet. That firm 
is operating three 8-hour shifts daily. 
Another firm, which operates on two 8- 
hour shifts, is adding 17,500 square feet 
to its original floor space of 82,500 
square feet. 

All firms speak favorably of their 
establishment in Northern Ireland, dis- 
counting the early difficulties encoun- 
tered. They feel that the combination of 
Government grants, Ministry of Com- 
merce cooperation, labor availability, 
and the ability to sell to the sterling 
area are excellent factors to consider in 
establishing a subsidiary there. They 
consider the area particularly suitable 
to light industry. They recommend that 
American firms interested in establish- 
ing in Northern Ireland go over plant 
blueprints carefully and make their re- 
quirements known before construction 
is begun. 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





President Raises Duty 
On Linen Toweling 


The President has concurred in the 
Tariff Commission’s unanimous recom- 
mendation for an increase in the U. S. 
tariff on certain imports of linen towel- 
ing as the result of its “escape clause” 
investigation into the situation, the 
White House announced on June 25. 


The action consists of withdrawal 
from the class of linen toweling (‘“i.e., 
fabrics chiefly used for making towels”) 
imported under paragraph 1010 of the 
Tariff Act of the 10-percent ad valo- 
rem duty established under the Gen- 
eral Agreement on Tariff and Trade, 
and restoration of the original duty of 
40. percent ad valorem, The duty on 
such imports is thus brought into line 
with that on similar imports under 
paragraph 1009(a). 


This change does not affect other 
types of woven fabrics of linen and 
other vegetable fibers except cotton or 
jute, which comprise the great bulk of 
imports under paragraph 1010. Those 
fabrics will continue to be subject to 
the trade-agreement duty rate of 10 
percent. 


The Tariff Commission declared in its 
report that, “although the deteriorated 
position of the industry is attributable 
in part to the downward trend of the 
United States consumption of linen tow- 
eling, increased imports of linen towel- 
ing under paragraph 1010 have con- 
tributed substantially towards causing 
serious injury to the domestic indus- 
try.” It found that during the past 5 
years output of linen toweling and tow- 
els in the United States has been a 
small fraction of the prewar volume, 
whereas the quantity imported is esti- 
mated to have risen close to its prewar 
level. 





U. $.-German Commerce 
Treaty in Effect 


A treaty of friendship, com- 
merce, and navigation will enter 
into effect between the United 
States and the Federal Republic 
of Germany on July 14. 

Ratifications were exchanged by 
the two Governments on June 14 
in Bonn, 

The treaty’s principal provisions 
are summarized in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, November 8, 1954, 
page 3. The text of the treaty is 
available from Department of 
Commerce Field Offices. 
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Third-Quarter Export Quotas Set 
For Aluminum Scrap and Copper 


Third-quarter export quotas for certain copper raw materials and 
aluminum scrap have been. announced by the Bureau of Foreign Gom- 


merce, 


A quota of 4,000 short tons has been established for new and old 
copper scrap; 15,400 short tons (metal weight) for new and old copper- 


base alloy scrap containing 40 percent 
or more copper; and 1,000 short tons 
(metal weight) for copper-base alloy 
ingots and other crude forms. Compara- 
ble quotas in the second quarter were 
3,000, 9,400, and 600 short tons, re- 
spectively. 

The third-quarter licensing policy for 
other copper raw materials remains the 
same as that established for the ‘second 
quarter, BFC said. Under this policy, 
refined copper of domestic origin (ex- 
cept copperweld rods), refined copper 
produced from Canadian-origin copper 
scrap, and copper-nickel alloy scrap con- 
taining 40 percent or more copper and 
over 5 percent nickel will not be con- 
sidered for export. 


All other copper raw materials con- 
tinue under open-end licensing. This 
means that no quantitative quotas have 
been set, but exports will be controlled 
to protect the national security. 


Aluminum Scrap Quota Set 


BFC also has announced that export 
licensing of aluminum scrap in the third 
quarter will be limited to 4,000 short 
tons. The quota, which includes new and 
old aluminum scrap and remelt ingots, 
is the same as that set for the second 
quarter. 


Primary and secondary. aluminum 
metal and alloys in crude form continue 
under open-end licensing. 

Special licensing provisions estab- 
lished for the second quarter remain in 
effect. They are: 


@ Applications to export primary and 
secondary aluminum metal and alloys 
in crude formi must be accompanied by 
evidence of availability. 


@ Applications to export leaded alum- 
inum foil scrap will not be charged 
against the third-quarter quota when 
such applications are accompanied by 
evidence that the foil is commercially 
unsalable in the United States. 

@ In addition, scrap containing 70 
percent or less aluminum will be charged 
against the third-quarter export quota 
only on the basis of the net weight of 
the aluminum alloy. Exporters, there- 
fore, are required to specify the weight 
of aluminum alloy content on their ap- 
plications to export this material. 

The validity period of all export li- 
censes issued for aluminum scrap in the 
third quarter will expire on October 31, 
1956. This validity period is comparable 





to that set for licenses to export this 
material in the second quarter. Export 
licenses covering primary and secondary 
aluminum metal will be valid for: 3 
months following the month of issuance, 


These announcements will be pub- 


lished in a forthcoming Current Export 
Bulletin. 


French Firm Further Denied 
U.S. Export Privileges 


A previous 6-month denial of U. S. 
export privileges to Union Europeenne 
de Produits Chimiques, an import-export 
firm of Paris, France, and Jean Richard, 
its director, has been extended for the 
duration of U. S. export controls, the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce has an- 
nounced, ° 


BFC said the suspension was extend- 
ed because of new evidence that Union 
and its director intended to obtain and 
ship VU. S.-origin goods to communist 
countries in willful defiance of U. S. 
export controls. 


‘Under the original suspension, issued 
on December 13, 1955, Richard and his 
firm were denied U. S. export privileges 
for 1 year because of reexport of 100 
tons of U. S.-origin borax to Belgium 
without BFC approval. The reexport re- 
sulted in transshipment of the material 
to East Germany. Because there was 
no proof that the firm knew the borax 
was destined for East Germany, and be- 
cause of Union’s assurances of good 
faith, BFC limited the denial to 6 
months and held in abeyance the re- 
mainder of the suspension. 


Recent information received by BFC 
disclosed, however, that Richard was 
attempting to obtain additional quan- 
tities of U. S.-origin borax, which he 
openly admitted were to be shipped to 
the Soviet bloc, 

Neither Richard nor his firm con- 
tested the extended suspension, which 
became effective on June 13. 

Under the terms of the denial order, 
Union and Richard, and any other per- 
son or firm’ with whom they may be 
associated, are prohibited from receiv- 
ing or otherwise participating in U. S. 
export transactions, either directly or 
indirectly. The order further states that 
no export or related service may be per- 
formed for them by any U. S. firm or 
person without prior BFC approval. 
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Controls on Nickel-Bearing Scrap 
Tightened; Selenium Quota Set 


oe to the acute shortage of nickel for domestic civilian use, ex- 
ports of all nickel-bearing scrap materials generally will not be approved 
in the third quarter, the Bureau of Foreign Commerce has announced. 
The stringent export restriction, which also includes remelt nickel- 
bearing alloy ingots and other forms of secondary nickel-bearing metals, 


applies to the following commodities: 
Clean nickel scrap and clean or con- 
taminated nickel alloy scrap; clean or 
contaminated nickel-bearing cobalt 
scrap; clean or contaminated nickel- 
bearing stainless steel scrap; and nickel- 
copper alloy scrap (Schedule B Nos. 
654502 and 664526). 

Formerly, the severe export limita- 
tion applied only to certain types of 
nickel-bearing scrap. 

Third-quarter export licensing of 
other nickel commodities will continue 
under the policy estabJished in previous 
quarters, BFC said. 

Under this policy, a total of 25,000 
pounds has been set for exports of cast 
and rolled nickel anodes, nickel and 
nickel alloy shot (B No. 654502), and 
pure nickel powder (B No. 619159). 

All other nickel products remain un- 
der open-end licensing. 

Selenium Quota Unchanged 


BFC also has announced that an ex- 
port quota of 6,000 pounds (selenium 
content) has been established for sele- 
nium. This quota is the same as that set 
in previous quarters. 

The quota includes: Selenium powder 
(B No. 619159); metal (B No. 664998) ; 
ferruselenium (B No. 622098); and 
selenium-containing chenrical com- 
pounds, including pigments (B Nos. 
829810, 839750, 839900, and 842900). 

As established in the second quarter, 
exporters are required to submit evi- 
dence of unsalability in the domestic 
market or certification that the mate- 
rials are being exported under toll or 
conversion agreement in support of ap- 
plications to export selenium-bearing 
scrap materials. 





Nicaragua’s pasteurized milk output 
in 1955 rose 15 percent over that of 1954 
to a total of 29.2 million pounds valued 
at $2.2 million, the Foreign Agricultural 
Service reports, 





Escape Clause Investigation 
Set for Violin Import Duty 


An “escape clause” investigation into 
imports of “violins and violas, of all 
sizes, wholly or partly manufactured or 


assembled, made after the year 1800, 
provided for in paragraph 1541 (b) of 
the Tariff Act of 1930,” was announced 
by the Tariff Commission on June 22. 


This investigation is to determine 
whether imports have increased under 
the trade agreement concession in duty 
to such an extent as to cause or threat- 
en serious injury to the domestic indus- 
try. 

A public hearing in this investigation 
has been set for September 6, in the 
Tariff Commission Building, Washing- 
ton, D. C. Persons wishing to appear 


should give written notice to the Secre- 
tary of the Commission at least 3 days 
in advance. 


This action stems from an applica- 


tion by Jackson-Guldan, Inc., Columbus, 
Ohio. 





Tariff Inquiry on Cotton 
Blouses Discontinued 


The Tariff Commission has discontin- 
ued the “escape clause” investigation 
instituted last February into the im- 
port competition in women’s and girls’ 
cotton blouses, and has canceled the 
public hearing on the subject, which 


had been set for August 21, the Com- 
mission announced on June 22. 


This action follows the withdrawal by 
the National Association of Blouse Man- 
ufacturers, New York City, of its appli- 
cation for an “escape clause” investiga- 
tion of these products. The association, 
in requesting this withdrawal, stated 
that it was prompted ta do so by the 
recent action of the Japanese Govern- 
ment in limiting exports on cotton 
blouses to the United States to 1.5 mil- 
lion dozen for the year beginning April 
1, instead of the quota formerly set for 
the calendar year 1956 of 2.5 million 
dozen. 
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